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MEMOIR OF THE REV. JAMES M, WINCHELL, A. M. 


LATE PASTOR OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BOSTON. 


Tue subject of this Memoir was 
born at North East, Dachess Coun- 
ty, State of New-York, September 
8,1791. Froma child, he was of 
an amiable and lovely disposition. 
At an early period, his thirst for 
knowledge, and the promising in- 
dications which he gave of a fertile 
mind, induced his parents to afford 
him the means of obtaining a lib- 
eral education, He commenced 
his academical studies in the au- 
tumn of 1806, under the immediate 
care of the Rev. Daniel Parker, of 
Sharon, Connecticut. 

While under the tuition of Mr. 
Parker, nothing occurred deserving 
particular notice, until the month 
of March, 1808, when he visited 
his friends at North East. A short 
time before this visit, the work of 
God had prevailed very extensive- 
ly in his native town. Many of his 
relatives, and former associates had 
become the hopeful subjects of di- 
vine grace. ‘The change which 
was visible in their principles and 
conduct, deeply affected him; and 
his own mind became seriously im- 
pressed with the importance and 
neceasity of religion. Under the 
anxieties of an awakened con- 


44 


science, he was led to inquire how 
he might obtain salvation ; and God, 
who is rich in mercy, was pleased 
to make known to him the way of 
life through Christ Jesus. sShort- 
ly afterwards, he was baptized on a 
profession of his faith, and was u- 
nited with the church, of which his 
father, and many of his relatives 
were also members. 

Having finished his preparatory 
studies, Mr. was entered 
at Union College, Schenectady, n.y. 
in the year 1508. In this respecta- 
ble seat of learning he continued 
three years, when, with the advice 
and consent of President Nott, he 
removed his connexion to Brown 
University, Providence, R. I. from 
which he graduated in the year 
1812. His removal from Schenec- 
tady was not occasioned by any feel- 
ings of dissatisfaction with the goy- 
ernment ef the College, er by a 
love of change, but by a hope that 
it would enlarge his acquaintance 
with the friends of his own deuom- 
ination, and might introduce him to 
a greater sphere of usefulness as a 
minister of Christ. On calling to 
remembrance the events to which 
this removal gaye rise, we can have 
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n0 doubt that he wasinfluenced in his 
determination by that unerring Prov- 
idence which metes out all our chan- 
ges, and assigns to us the bounda- 
ries of our habitations. 

While a member of Union Col- 
lege, Mr. Winchell became convinc- 
ed that it was his duty to devote 
himself to the work of the ministry. 
‘ tiis letters to me on this subject,” 
says hts honoured father, “ were 
full of feeling, and exhibited evi- 
dence of deep and solemn reflec- 
tion. His determination to engage 
ia the public service of Christ was 
formed with fear and trembling. 
He felt his own insufficiency, but 
he confided in God. Before be en- 
tered on the work of the ministry, 
I have heard him address bis dying 
fellow men with a feeling and earn- 
estness, which | have seldom wit- 
nessed.”’ 

His desire to become a preacher 
of the gospel, did not arise from some 
momentary sensations of peace and 
joy; but from a serious and delib- 
erate conviction, that it was his in- 
dispensable duty to consecrate his 
talents and influence in the prose- 
cution of such objects as might be 
most for the glory of God and the 
good of men. The impressions 
which he felt at Schenectady, in re- 
lation to his future calling, were 
increased and confirmed after his 
arrival in Providence. He saw the 
finger of God pointing to the Chris- 
tian ministry as the path which he 
ought to pursue, and he resolyed 
to follow the divine direction. In 
a letter to his father, dated June 
20, 1812, he says, ‘My mind is 
more and more confirmed in the be- 
lief, that it is my duty to endeavour 
to preach the gospel. I have had 
many trials on this subject, but of 
late [ feel more satisfied.” 

It is very evident from the diary 
which he kept at this period, that 
he did not make choice of the min- 
istry, because he viewed it to be 
an easy or respectable profession. 
He had great searchings of heart, 
aad was very conscientious m ex- 
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amining the motiyesby which he was 
governed. Heremarks, “ As I am 
about entering on the important 
and arduous work of the ministry, 
O may the blessed Spirit ever be 
with me! May He assist me in all my 
undertakings, and prevent me from 
going at any time contrary to his 
commands. My mind is somewhat 
enlarged in the things of Christian- 
ity. The opportunities I enjoy 
here, in meeting with Christians, 
and hearing their conversation, has 
a tendency to stir me up to the du- 
ties, which, 1 trust, God has call- 
ed me to perform. The work of 
the ministry lies with increasing 
weight upon my mind, and | am in- 
clined to convert every circum. 
stance to some advantage in pre- 
paring me for that work.” At @ 
subsequent date he writes, ‘ For 
about two weeks past my mind has 
been very much tried with respect 
to my interest in Christ, and the 
important work of the ministry. [f 
have been sometimes ready to con- 
clude, | had no Jot nor part in the 
matter, and have cried to God for 
some token of his favour. But I 
now am sensible that I can make 
myself no better, and, therefore, 
must come to the Lord as a poor, 
weak, he]pless,miserable sinner,and 
trust to his promisesand grace. O 
that God would implant within me 
that grace which shall destroy eve- 
ry remnant of sin, that I may not 
dishonour his cause, but live a so- 
ber, righteous, godly life. I have 
had some serious examination with 
respect to my call to the ministry. 
I think I have a desire to enter on 
the work, out of pure love to the 
cause of my blessed Master; and 
net from any other consideration 
whatever. God forbid that I should 
ever handle the sacred word with- 
out having a sense of its worth up- 
on my mind. I have had some 
longing desires for the salvation of 
sinners, especially for the youth in 
this place. Multitudes are living 
careless}y without hope and with- 
out God in the world. Q that Je- 
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sus would have mercy upon them, 


and incline their hearts to love and. 


serve him.” 

With these continued exercises 
of mind on the subject of pi caching, 
it is not sarprising, that immediate- 
ly on leaving College, he should 
offer himself as a candidate for the 
work. His first efforts were listen- 
ed to with pleasure; and he was 
licensed to preach by the Baptist 
Church in North East, Oct. 4, 1612. 

A few weeks after he was au- 
thorized to preach, he received, and 
accepted an invitation from the Bap- 
tist Church, at Bristol, R. 1, to sup- 
ply their pulpit for one year. While 
labouring among this people, it was 
thought desirable that he should be 
more fully invested with the office 
of the ministry. Accordingly in 
the month of June, 1813, he was 
solemnly ordained to the work of 
an Evangelist. As Mr. Winchell 
did not visit Bristol with an expec- 
tation of becoming the settled Pas- 
tor of that church, and as nothing 
transpired during his ministry in 
that place which induced him to 
think that he ought to make a per- 
manent residence there ; he consid- 
ered himself at liberty to watch the 
openings of Providence, and if a wi- 
der field of usefulness presented it- 
self, to obey the call. 

While thus circumstanced, he re- 
ceived a request from the First Bap- 
tist Church, in Boston, to visit and 
preach with them. By his amiable 
deportment, and ministerial servi- 
ces, he ingratiated himself in the af- 
fections of this people. When the 
time for which he was invited had 
expired, he was desired to repeat 
his visit, and was eventually called 
to the pastoral care of that church. 
The nature of the invitation he had 
received, the place he was called to 
occupy, as the successor of Srixt- 
man, of Cray, and other eminent 
men, whose praise is in all the 
churches—together with other im- 
portant incidents associated with 
this event—produced a hesitancy 
of mind which he found it difficult 
toremove. The writer of this Me- 


MEMOIR OF REV. JAMES M. WINCHELLe 


347 


moir cherished an affectionate re- 
gard tor thé deceased from his first 
acquaimiance with him, But when, 
atier the death of Mr. Winchell, he 
was favoured with a sight of his di- 
ary, and became acquainted with 
the exercises of his mind in rela- 
tion to his settlement in Boston; 
his affection for him as a man of in- 
tegrity, of piety and goodness was 
stronger than ever. ‘These rec- 
ords of his views and feelings were 
not intended for the pubiic eye, 
and therefore it would be improper 
to transcribe them. But they do 
honour to his judgment, and his 
heart. They reflect high credit on 
his feelings as a man—his princi- 
ples as a Christian—and his pru- 
dence as a minister of the gospel. 

After much. serious deliberation, 
and earnest prayer for the guidance 
of Heaven, he accepted the call of 
the Church. On the 30th of March, 
1814, he was publickly recognized 
as their Pastor, and entered on the 
duties of his new relation. 

Though there were no large ac- 
cessions to the Church at any one 
time during his ministry, yet, he 
had abundant cause for encourage- 
ment. God was pleased to make 
him the instrument of turning ma- 
ny to righteousness. From the 
time of his settlement to his decease, | 
eighty-four persons were added to 
the Church. There was also a visi- 


-ble and gradual increase to the So- 


ciety, who were harmonious, and 
united in manifesting their affection 
and respect for a deservedly be- 
loved Pastor. 

In presenting a general view o{ 
the character of this truly excel- 
lent man, | shall avail myself of: 
some extracts from the interesting 
discourse which was delivered at 
his funeral, by Rey. Dr. Baldwin. 
After a suitable illustration of his 
text, as containing the honourable 
testimony of our Lord to the char- 
acter and ministry of John the Bap- 
tist, that ‘* He was a burning and a 
shining light,” the preacher appli- 
ed the passage to the mournful oc- 
casion, and proceeded to remark—. 
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‘ | 
* Ae a man of taste and genitis, Mr. 


ed. It was a pure, perennial spring, that 

Winchell shone with no ordinary light in flowed with the water of 
- the republic of Jetters. The God of na- ‘* His religious views and feelings may. 
‘ ture had endowed him with talents, that be collected from what he has written at 


were highly respectable. His powers of 


different times. In a sermon, which he 
mind were clear and discriminating, and 


published about two years since, address- 


bad 


iN philological accuracy he was surpassed 
by few of his years. His penetrating 
Mind could at once look through a sub- 
Ject, and discern all its various bearings 
and relations, which to minds differently 
constructed, would appear extremely 
perplexing and obscure. - 

** As a correct,classical scholar,he held 
an honourable rank among men of letters. 
Few young men have discovered a more 
ardent zeal for knowledge, especially the- 
ological knowledge, or sought its attain- 
ment, with more unremitting diligence, 
than Mr. Winchell. Had it pleased 
Heaven to have allowed him a longer 
date, we have no doubt but the world 
would have done him the justice to have 
acknowledged him a profound scholar, 
and able divine. _ 

“Perceiving the disadvantages that 
many young men of promising talents, la- 
bour under for wantof education, he took 
a very interesting and active part in dif- 
ferent societies, formed for the purpose of 
assisting them in the acquisition of such 
literary and theological attainments, as 
would render them more generally ac- 
ceptable, and more extensively useful in 
the cause of 

As an humble and enlightened Chris- 
tian, our dear brother deceased, shone 
with a mild radiance, which tended to 
edify and comfort, to instruct and allure 
others to the love of virtue and holiness. 

*‘ We are fully aware, that talents and 
learning, if unsanctified by grace, whilst 
they exeite admiration and respect, may 
serve only to dazzle and bewilder the 
mind, until it is lost in the intricate ma- 
ves of error and delusion. But where 
grace is implanted in the heart, by the 
renovating influence of the Holy Spirit, 
religion shines with a brighter lustre, and 
displays her charms in a more lovely and 
attractive light. 

“« The religion of our deceased friend, 
as far as we can judge, was of the genu- 
ine Christian stamp. It did not, on the 
one hand, consist of crude, undefinable 
notions and feelings, which never influ- 
ence the life and conduct; nor on the 
other, of those cold speculations which 
freeze the holy fervours of the soul, and 
forbid its approach to every thing which 
has the least appearance of spiritual life 
and animation. But it was a steady 
flame, that warmed as well as enlighten- 


* Mr. Winchell was President of the Young Men’s 
Baptist Education Socicty, in Boston, 
"J his Secicty consists of 318 members. 


ing the church, he says, ‘* I will only ob- 
serve, that as I was in the beginning,»so I 
continue to be with youin weakness, and 
fear, and much trembling. Conscious of 
my own deficiencies, I need your prayers, 
as well as your indulgence; and while 1 
mourn that I am able to.serve you only 
in so imperfect a manner, I ought to unite 
with you in thanksgiving to God, that 
our union has been attended with so ma- 
ny tokens of divine approbation, and that 
so goodly a number has been added to 
the church. 

** Although most unworthy, I occupy 
the place of the tenth pastorof this church; 
and am stimulated to pursue with dili- 
gence the acquisition of knowledge and 
the discharge of my duties, by the con- 
sideration that four of my immediate 
predecessors have been men highly dis- 
tinguished on the list of ministers, whe 
have been favoured with a liberal educa- 
tion, in the Baptist denomination. But 
above all, | am stimulated by the consid- 
eration, that the vow of the Lord is up- 
onme; that! amnot my own; that I 
am accountable to God and my brethren 
for the manner in which I discharge my 
duty. I address my fellow beings, whom 
1 am soon to meet in eternity, and the 
blood of souls will be required at my 
hand, if I be found unfaithful.” 

** As an able, faithful minister of the 
New- Testament, it might well be said of 
him,—He was a burning and a shining 
light. His public discourses were al- 
ways sensible and judicious, and fre- 
quently discovered much thought and 
reading. ‘They were such as became 
sound docirine. He appeared like a 
scribe well instructed in the kingdom of 
God, and constantly brought out of its 
treasury things new and old. His ser- 
mons, whether doctrinal, practical, or 
experimental, were addressed to the 
heart, and to the conscience. He knew 
how to point the artillery of the word 
against the strong holds of sin, and to ar- 
ray the divine law in all its terrors against 
the workers of iniquity. He also was 
prepared to speak a word in season to him 
that is ready to faint. When he saw the 
sinner trembling under a deep sense of 
guilt, and ready to give up all for lost, 


with a heart melting with compassion, 
he 


“ Whisper’d peace, 
**In stains as seft as angels use.” 


** A considerable number, who are the 
seals of his ministry, have, during his life, 
* John, vii. 38, 
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professed their faith in Christ. We trust 
that many more will be found in that , 
day, when God shall reward every man 
according to his works. 

“Asa companion and friend, his char- 
acter was bright and estimable. There 
are some pérsons of whom we have hope, 
that they are truly gracious, but whose 
natural dispositions are so unamiable, 
that one could hardly wish an intimacy 
with them. But the temper of our de- 
eeased brother was the reverse of this. 
He ever appeared to us to be without de- 
eeit or guile, and free from malice and 
envy ; his heart seemed to be formed for 
friendship. His professions were more 
than words of course. 

‘1 must be allowed to mention one oth- 
er trait in his character, and one which 
the Apostle has made necessary to the 
qualifications of a bishop, i. e. that 4e 
must be given to hosfiitality. How far 
he exemplified this amiable disposition, 
many of his ministering brethren, as well 
as others, can bear honourable testimo- 
ny. He was highly esteemed by all his 
brethren in the ministry. They regard- 
ed him as a judicious, faithful friend, and 
as an instructive, amiable companion. 
Among those who’ were most intimately 
connected with him, this friendship was 
mutual and uninterrupted until death 
dissolved their connexion. 

‘‘In his family, as in the more public 
walks of life, his conduct was dignified, 
yet mild; correct, yet affectionate and 
tender. 

‘It is hoped that nothing which has been 
said, will be construed as the language of 
flattery or exaggeration; as nothing 
surely can be farther from my heart. If 
any thing should seem to bear such an 
aspect, let it be imputed to an ardent at- 
tachment which commenced with our 
first acquaintance, and which has been 
cemented by habits of intimacy until the 
day of his departure to another world.” 


Perhaps the selection of a few 
remarks from another sermon,from 
John ix. 4, delivered on the occa- 
sion of his death, at the First Bap- 
tist Church, will not be unacceptae 
ble. | 

“As many of you heard the char- 
acter of your late Pastor delin- 
eated at the time of his funeral, I 
shall not detain you by repeating 
the observations which were then 
made. I trust, however, shall be 
indulged in gratifying my own feel- 
ings by dwelling on one trait of ex- 
cellence which he manifested in an 
emment degree—Devotedness to the 
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work and cause of Christ. I feel it 
due to him to say, that our dear 
departed brother lived much under 
the influence of the sentiments 
which he wished might be inculcat- 
ed athisdeath. When he engaged 
in the work of the ministry, he made 


a deliberate and voluntary surrender 


of himself to Christ and his cause. 
He cheerfully consecrated his time, 
his talents, and his property, to the 


good of Zion, and the best interests 


of his fellow men. 

In a letter which he addressed 
to me, while on a journey for my 
health, he breathed the habitual de- 
sires of his heart when he remark- 
ed, “Oh! my brother, what great- 
er happiness can we enjoy in this 
world, than to be instrumental in 
turning sinners to righteousness, and 
promoting the cause of the dear Re- 
deemer. QO! may it be my care to 
live always, so as to die in peace, 
at any moment when the Lord shall 
call.” Under the influence of a 
mind devoted to the cause of Christ, 
he was anxious that every day 
should find him profitably occupied. 
In his diary, Feb. 7, 1817, he ob- 
serves, ‘* My time of late has be- 
come very precious tome. I re- 
solve as much as possible not to 
walk the streets, or any other place, 
without thinking upon some subject 
which may be of use to me, or some 
one else. When! have no partic- 
ular object in view, | will try to 
think of something for the assist- 
ance of the Baptist cause, and offer 
it for the Magazine.” It appears, 
then, that he regulated his conduct 
by the sentiment with which he 


wished to inspire others; * Work 


while the day lasts, for the night 
cometh,in which no man can work.”’ 

If he had known that his day 
would have been so short, and that 
the night of death would have over- 
taken him so soon, he could not 
probably have sustained more la- 
bour than he actually performed. 
Besides the duties of his Pastoral 
office, he had many others to dis. 
charge. He was an active and efh- 


cient member of many benevolent, 
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literary, and religious Societies. 
He was habitually ready to every 
good word and work. It was easy 
to command his time, his pen, his 
tongue, or his property, if you 
could only satisfy him that the ob- 
ject to which you invited his atten- 
tion was good. He felt a lively in- 
terest in the prosperity of Foreign 


and Domestic Missions. And there 


was one subject which was pecul- 
iarly near his heart—the education 
of pious young men for the ministry. 
Having enjoyed the advantages of a 
liberal education himself, he knew 
its value. And though he was not 
so ignorant of the New Testament 
as to afurm, that a learned educa- 
tion was indispensably necessary to 
qualify a man to preach the gospel 
—yet he knew that it was very de- 
sirable—-ithat it opened a larger 
sphere of usefulness and influence 
to the minister of Christ, and there- 
fore he laboured in season and out 
of season, to promote this important 


object. 


But I need not enlarge on his ac- 


tive and incessant exertions for the 


promotion of every object which 
recommended itself to him either 
by considerations of humanity or 
religion. He was among you for 
years. You were witnesses with 
what zeal, and fidelity, and constan- 
cy he performed bis work. 

Be assured, my Christian breth- 
ren, I sincerely sympathise with 
you in your loss. It is my earnest 
prayer that the place where I now 
stand, may again be occupied by 
one who shali feed you with knowl- 
edge and understanding. That will 
be a day of no common joy to me, 
which gives you a minister, who, in 
the amiableness of his disposition, 
the prudence of his deportment, 
and the enlargedness of his views 
and feelings, resembles your iate 
Pastor.” 

How inscrutable are the ways 
of Jehovah! This valuable ser- 
vant of Christ, who was daily ad- 
vanciog in the esteem and affections 
of his own people, and indeed of 


all who had the pleasure of know- 


ing him, was cut off, before he had 
attained the meridian oflife. Hay- 
ing conferred a great benefit on the 
Church of Christ, by publishing a 
very judicious arrangement of 
Watts’s Psalms and Hymns, with a 
supplement of more than 300 
Hymns from different authors; he 
had other plans of benevolence be- 
fore him, but he was arrested by 
disease, and finally summoned: to 
cease from all his labours. ’ 

On the 17th of July,Mr. Winchell 
visited Beverly in usual health. 
The next day he delivered three 
sermons. He was, however, taken 
immediately unwell, and never 
preached afterwards. 

Mr. Winchell had many ties, and 
many cheering prospects to endear 
life to him. It was, therefore, not 
without a conflict, that he appre- 
hended a disruption of those ties, 
and saw a dark cloud come over 
his earthly hopes. He was ena- 
bled, however, with meekness and 
patience to commit all his concerns 
to God. A few extracts from his 
diary and letters will be sufficient 
to show, that the same grace which 
enabled him in health to do the 
will of God, enabled him in sick- 
ness to suffer his will. 


The following sentiments are re- 
corded in his diary Aug. 4. 


** My indisposition continues, although 
a little abated. 1 am not anxious to or- 
der my own affairs, because ] know that 
they are in the hands of One who can- 
not err. Should I not recover my strength, 
so as to be able to speak again in the 
name of my Master, it would indeed be 
a great affliction; and more still, should 
live a uselesslife. My family !—I dare 
not think of leaving it. But I am not 
distressed about it. 1 am hke the mar- 
iner who commits himself to the mercy of 
the sea, trusting in God to prosper his 
way. Should | be taken away either 
suddenly,or by adngering consumption, 
the loss to my dear wife and children 
would be greatindeed. But I am happy 
in being able to commit them to a kind 
Providence, who has promised to be the 
widow’s husband, and a father to tie 
fatherless children.” 


By the advice of his physicians 
he was persuaded to leave town, i 
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hopes, that travelling and a change 
of air might invigorate his enfee- 
bled frame. He journeyed the first 
day as far as South-Reading; from 
which place he addressed a letter 
to one of the deacons of the church, 
of which the following is an extract: 


South Reading, Aug. 6, 1819, 
Dear Brother, 


My ride to this place yesterday was 
pleasant, and occasioned very little fa- 
tigue. I am kindly entertained at the 
house of brother D. My heaith I think 
isa little improved,at least] gain strength, 
although my lungs continue very sore. 
The difference of one or two days, how- 
ever, can hardly be perceived. Nothing 
but time,and favourable weather,and diet 
will restore my usual health. I desire to 
be patient, but it is harder doing nothing, 
than to labour with all my might ina 
good cause. 

I see no reason to apprehend but that 
in a few weeks I shall be able to return 
to my labours. But it would be hazard- 
ous beginning too soon; may the Lord di- 
rect me at this critical period, and pre- 
pare me for future and increasing useful- 
ness. I have no desire to direct what 
shall be done with me or mine. [ am 
happy that all things are at the disposal 
of Aim who cannoterr. ‘* Rejoice in the 
Lord, O ye righteeus. Put your trust 
under the shadow of his wings.” 

I am grieved when I think how much 
the church and congregation will suffer 
in their anxiety for me, and especially in 
the difficulty of obtaming acceptable 
preaching. But I wish them to dismiss 
all concern about me, and only pray that 
I may be resigned to all the will of the 
Lord. Should he restore me to health, 
and to the labours of my calling, I shall 
enter upon them with great delight, and 
it shall be my greatest concern, to do 
good to the people of my charge. But 
if otherwise, no good can result from 
impatience or murmuring, but much may 
result from a holy resignation, and cheer- 
jul acquiescence. 


From Seuth Reading he proceed- 
ed to Andover and Methuen. The 
letters dated from these towns will 
best exhibit the state of his mind, 
and the fatal progress of his disease. 


‘Andover, August 11, 1819, 
Dear Brother 


Through’ divine goodness I am able te 
inform you that my health is improving. 
Yesterday I found myself almost entirely 
free from cough, and gaining strength 
fast. This morning I remain in about 
the same state, excepting the effect of 
some medicme which I have taken. If 


nothing unfavourable transpires, 1 hope 
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to be well in about a fortnight. The air 
of this hill is truly refreshing. It blows 
from the south-west, a distance of nearly 
50 miles without a hill to imtervene. 
While I am writing, | can see the moun- 
tain called Wachusett in Princeton, dis- 
tant about 50 miles a little south of west. 
On the north, I can see over into New- 
Hampshire; east, to the Atlantic; and 
south, the vicinity of Boston. 

_ This last named place, reminds me of 
my friends, duties, and enjeyments. Ne 
one can tell how much satisfaction is de- 
rived from the labours of the ministry, 
but he who has engaged in them, and ne 
one can tell how much pain is occasion- 
ed by the interruption of those iabours 
among a kind and praying people, but 
he who has been laid aside by sickness. 


Andover, August 12, 1319 
Dear Brother, 


I have enjoyed quite an intellectual 
feast since | came upon this consecrated 
hill: that is, I have been permiited 
through divine goodness to attend upon 
several lectures and recitations in the 
Seminary, which have been as marrow 
and fatness, health to the body, and food 
to the mind. Of the latter, however, I 
can speak with more cenfidence than of 
the rormer; for although, for the time, I 
appeared to forget that I was asick man, 
yet on retiring, I am like one whose 
‘strong mer fail.” 

I want room to say something about 
religion, sweet religion, the balm of all 
our wounds, a cordial for all our fears. 
My mipd has been in a state of peace ; 
and amid so much religion as exists 
here, my heart has been quite warmed, 
and soothed. May the- Lord bless and 
comfort you, and Mrs. L. and the deer 
children. May- grace, mercy and peace 
be multipiied to all the church and soci- 
ety. It dees not fatigue me to write, 
else I should not hare sent you so longa 
letter; but you will excuse its length, by 
considering that it comes from your sin- 
cere friend, and unworthy brother, &c. 
Methuen, Angust 14, 1819. 

It is our happiness to rejoice in the Lord 
alway, believing that whatever he does 
is right. I am not alarmed, neither am 
I low-spirited. Lam willing to be in the 
hand of the Lord, and my heart says, 
“Jet him do what seemeth him good.” 
You will doubtless be sorry to hear that 
ihave been raising blood: but you know 
that nothing can happen to us more, 
than shall work for our good. If the 
Lord has no more work for me to do, I 
may as well be taken away. The state 
of my dear family and flock, sometimes 
for a moment swells my heart with grief, 
but my mind is calm. At this moment 
I have reaser to fear that my lumgs will 
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not allow me to preach again; but all 
things are possible with God. 

It may please him still to restore me; 
but as he may not, it is our duty to pre- 
pare our minds for any event. I think 
you had better state to the church that 
I may not be able to preach for two or 
three months, and that it will be expe- 
dient.for them to procure a constant sup- 
ply, if possible. 

I wish you to send a suitable letter to 
the Secretary of the Boston Female A- 
sylum, assuring them of the interest I 
feel in their Institution; but*that from 
present appearances, it will be impossi- 
ble for me to perform the service to which 
they have invited me, and that it will be 
necessary for them to procure a substi- 
tute. Assure our beloved brethren and 
sisters of the church, that their welfare 
occupies a large share of my anxiety. As 
soon as I am able, I intend sending them 
aletter. I shall use every precaution 
which experience and prudence may dic- 
tate, to prevent the progress of my dis- 
ease, and hope in a few days to be able 
to send you encouraging intelligence, 
Adieu. Affectionately yours, &c. 

After his return to Boston, his 
friends had very slight hopes of his 
recovery. But such was the flat- 
tering nature of his disorder, he 
pleased himself with the expecta- 
tion of being soon restored to his 
former activity and usefulness. He 
placed much confidence in the sal- 
utary effects which might be pro- 
duced on his frame by a voyage to 
the South. Arrangements were 
accordingly made for his departure, 
and passages taken for himself, his 
wife, and brother, when he was a- 
gain visited with a profuse bleed- 
ing at the lungs. From this time, 
he appeared to be sensible that his 
continuance on earth could not be 
long. When he perceived that 
there was little probability of being 
restored to health, he manifested 
sweet peace and calmness of mind. 
He frequent! expressed much sat- 
isfaction in a belief of the wisdom, 
equity, and goodness of divine prov- 
idence. Nor was he destitute of 
the peace and comfort which flow 
from faith in the Son of God. On 
one occasion whenseveral ministers 
were at his house, he remarked ; 
* The doctrines which I have en- 


deavoured to preach to others, are 


JAMES M. WINCHELL. [Jaly, 
my support and consolation in sick- 
ness.”” He frequently observed to 
the writer of this memoir;—If it 
were the will of God that he might 
live to be useful, life would be 
pleasant; but otherwise, he had no 
choice. He often expressed a wish 
that he might be able to preach 
one more sermon. He seemed to 
think, he could, from what he had 
experienced in sickness, speak with 
more effect than ever he had done. 
He said, he wanted to address sin- 
ners once more, especially the 
youth of his congregation. 

In the last interview the writer 
had with him, he remarked; “I bave 
had a wish to remain a little longer 
in the society of those brethren with 
whom I have lived in such harmo- 
ny and friendship, but the will of 
God is otherwise, and | submit.” 
When I was leaving the room, 
he beckoned for me to return. 
With a very feeble and broken 
voice, he requested ine to give his love 
to all his ministering brethren, and tell 
them to be faithful, but prudent. With 
some difficulty he released one of 
his hands,which he extended to me, 
and said, ** Farewell,my dear broth- 
er.” On the*Puesday morning fol- 
lowing, Feb.’ 22, 1820, this amia- 
ble and useo. minister of Christ, 
fellasleep imJesus. When heard 
he was dead, l felt asif I could with 
propriety adopt the lamentation of 
David over Jonathan, when he said, 
** | am distressed for thee, my broth- 
er! very pleasant hast thou been 
unto me.”’ 

Farewell! sainted Spirit! may 
thy dying request never be obiiter- 
ated from my memory—Be raira- 
FUL, EUT PaupenT. May! hear thy 
voice from the grave ; Work while 
the day lasts, for the night cometh, in 
which no man can work. 


Since the preceding ** Memoir” was 
written, we have received the mournful 
intelligence, that the widow of our de- 
ceased brother departed this life June 155 
1820. We intend to give a brief account 
of this amiable and pious woman, in out 
next number of the Magazine, 
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Dory TO PRAY FOR AN INCREASE OF. MINISTERS. 


Maser. Editors, 


tr you think the following reflections, reap by the death of one asitutty: your 


associate in editorial labours, but now, 


good, you are requested to insert them in the Magazine. 


“My meat is to. do the will of 
him that sent me, and tosfinish. his 
work,” our Saviour said to his dis- 
ciples on a certain occasion. . His 
conduct corresponded to this. dec- 
laration—* And Jesus went. about 
all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people.” 

In his heart dwelt the tenderest 
compassion. ‘* When he saw the 
multitudes he was moved with com- 
passion on them, because they 
fainted, and were,gcattered abroad, 
as sheep having.-no shepherd. ” 
Wretched indeed; was the state of 
Israel as it respected spiritual guides. 
There were many. who professed 
to be teachers. ,But they were 
idol shepherds,’’»¢*the pastors had 
become brutish ; thggy.did not seek 
the Lord,”’ ** they were blind lead- 
ers of the blind.” i, 

“‘ Then saith he unto his disci- 

les, the harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are few ; pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth labourers in- 
to his harvest.” . 

Our Savioys,here enjoins it upon 
his disciples to pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send forth labourers in- 
to his harvest.. No good reason 
can be assigned, why this injunction 
should be considered as binding on- 
ly on\those disciples who lived dur- 
ing his personal ministry. 

.The duty then still devolves on 
the disciples of Christ—to pray the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would 
send forth labourers,.or in other 


45 


words, it is the duty of 
to beseech the Lord, to send forth 
preachers of the gospel: Some 
considerations, calculated to enforce 
the duty, wili be mentioned. 

1. ‘The extensiyeness of the 
harvest. 

The harvest truly ‘is plenteous. 
It was so in the days of Christ. It 
is so at the present time. The 
whole world is the field, from which 
this harvest is to be gathered. 
This is evident from the fact, that 
it is the intention of God that the 
gospel should be spread through 
the earth. That such is the inten- 
tion and design of God, no one can 


‘doubt who listens to the voice of 


prophecy, or to the words of our 
Saviour, ‘* Thus it is written, and 
thus.it behoved Christ to suffer, and 
to rise from the dead on the third 
day, and that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should he preached 
in his name among all nations.”— 
““Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” View then the vast field 


presented before the labourers of 


the gospel.—Consider the heathen 
world. Different computations 


have been made of the population 


of the globe. If we adopt a mod- 
erate estimate, it may be stated at 
ten hundred million. Of these, six 
hundred million, it is computed, 
are in heathen darkness. 

In Asia 498 millions. 

In Africa 87 millions. 

In Europe 3 millions, 

In America 12 millions. 

In this estimate, however, are 


Jews and Mahometans. 


«3 


we trust, with God, amoutited| to do. 
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as well as Pagans. . And yet among 
these millions the gospel must be 
preached. — 

Consider also the state of multi- 
tudes in countries called Christian. 
In how many regions does a cor- 
rupt and disterted religion prevail ! 
Superstition, ignorance,error,brood 
over lands where once the pure 
light of truth shone. In our own 
country, how many places are there 
where the gospel is but seldom 
preached, if ever! This remark is 
especially true of the Westerncoun- 
try; the population of which is 
rapidly increasing. Nor ought it 
here to be omitted that there are 
many churches destitute of pastors, 
which it is important should be sup- 
plied. ‘ The harvest truly is plen- 
teous.’ * Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest.” 

2. ‘The small number of labour- 
ers enforces the duty. The la 
bourers are few. 

How few missionaries are there 
in Pagan and Mahometan lands! A 
statement of the number of Protes- 
tant missionaries, made in 1817, 
gives to Asia, 102, to Africa, 61, to 
America, 194.—Total, 357. Since 
then there has been an increase. 
This increase is not probably so 
great as 60 in Asia, 39 im Africa, 40 
m America. But should the in- 
crease have been as great as this, 
the whole amount of Protestant 
missionaries would be 487. Four 
hundred and eighiy-seven Missiona- 
Flies among six hundred millions! 
Not one to a million! From calcula- 
tions made, it appears, that should 
one missionary be allowedto 20,000, 
about 30,000 missionaries would be 
Fequired; and if one minister be 
raised up for every 10,000, then 
60,000 would be required. If one 
for every 5,000, 120,000 would be 
required; if one for every 2,500, 
240,000 would be required. O 
how many, very many missionaries 
must be thrust forth, how many na- 
tive preachers raised up, in order 
that the great command of Christ 
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may be fully obeyed. ‘+ Go ye in- 
to all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature ! 

** The labourers are few.” **Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he will send forth labour- 
ers into his harvest.” 

3. Let us consider that He alone 
to whom we are directed to pray, 
sends forth labourers. The very 
words of the prayer teach us this 
truth. He alone can impart that 
grace without which no man can 
be a minister of Jesus Christ. He 
is the author of those natural en- 
dowments which are requisite. He 
calls men by the influences of his 
Spirit to engage in the work of the 
ministry, and it is He who grants 
them success. For Paul may plant 
and Apollos water, “ but God giv- 
eth the increase.” 

4. Letus be urged to “pray 
the Lord of the harvest that He 
would send forth labourers,” by 
the consideration of the beneficial 
effects connected with the labours 
of gospel ministers. How salutary 
the mfluence of the ministry on 
society! ‘The state of those coun- 
tries where the preaching of the 
gospel is enjoyed, compared with 
those which are destitute of the min- 
istry, speaks volumes on this point. 
This reflection is important. But 
there is another vastly more impor- 
tant, viz. The preaching of the gos- 
pel is the grand means which God 
has appointed for the eonverston of 
sinners. It pleases God by the fool- 
ishness of preaching to save them 
that believe. Wh@soever shall 
call on the name of’ the Lord shall 
be saved. But hot’shall they call 
on him, in whom ‘they have not 
believed? and how shall they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher ? and how shall 
they preach except they be sent.” 
Contemplate the worth of one 
soul; its value is inconceivably 
great; then reflect, that one preach- 
er may be the instrument of con- 
verting thousands, and wil) you 
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need any other inducement to urge 
you to pray the Lord of the harvest 
that He would send forth labour- 
ers? 
Who can contemplate the amount 
ef good, which one individual may 
be the instrument of doing, when in 
answer to his fervent and perse- 
vering prayers God sends forth a 
faithful. minister? That minister 
may be another Eliot or Brainerd, 
or Whitefield or Carey, from whose 
lips thousands may hear the sound 
of the gospel and live, Of this 
thousand there may be many who 
will in their day become preachers 
of salvation, more extensively per- 
haps, and more permanently useful 
than their predecessors in the har- 
vest. And.many of those in whose 
conversion they have been instru- 
mental, may be greatly useful in 
their generation in the same minis- 
try. 
The subject might be pursued 
down to the period when the voice 
of the archangel shall awaken the 
dead. 

But God has instituted the min- 
istry not omly for the conversion of 
sinners, but for the perfecting of 
the saints and for the edifying of 
the body of Christ. For comfort- 
ing, instructing, and upholding in 
their most holy faith, the people of 
God; the preaching of the gospel 
is one of the most important means. 
Seeing then that such great and 
valuable effects are accomplished 
by the instrumentality of preach- 
ers of the gospel, with what urgen- 
cy does the command of our Sa- 
viour apply to us, * Pray .ye the 
Lord of the harvest that He will 
send forth labourers imto his har- 
vest!” 

5. We are urged to pray for 
an increase of gospel ministers, 
from the solemn fact that those al- 
ready in the vineyard must die. 
They, like other men, are mortal. 
Many die in the vigour of their 
days. We hear not only of the de- 
parture of the aged servant who bas 
come to his grave, “ like ag a shock 
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of corn cometh in, in his season; 
the young preacher is also removed; 
our tears flow over'the early grave 
of before we had recoy- 
ered from the anguish occasioned 
by the death of Wurexocx. 

We had fondly hoped that many 
years of usefulness were before 
them. Butthey aregone. “ Ver- 
ily thou art a’ God that hidest thy- 
Self, O God of Israel the Saviour.” 
An extensive harvest, a few, very 
few labourers, yet one and another 
of this number, in the very morn- 
ing of their days, and occupying 
most important stations, are taken 
away. To us these events appear 
dark. But God does all things well. 
Probably one reason why He has 
taken these to himself, is to excite 
his children to supplicate Him tg 
send forth hundreds, who shall sup- 
ply destitute churches, who shall 
preach Christ to those who dwell 
in the wilderness, and who shall go 
to the far distant heathen. 

6. To encourage and animate 
us in offering up our prayers for an 
increase of faithful Jabourers, let 
us bear in mind, that our prayers 
will be answered. ‘I have never 
said to the seed of Jacob, Seek ye 
me in yain.”” “The effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.” When we pray 
the Lord of the harvest that he 
would send forth labourers, we 
know we shall be heard, and an- 
swered, for He has directed us in 
express words to pray for this ob- 
ject. 


In concluding these remarks, per+ 


mit me to suggest, whether Chris. 
tians have not been to a great de- 
gree deficient on this point. Our 
views have been too contracted; we 
have not realized that millions of 
our fellow men are perishing for 
Jack of vision; we have not by any 
means sufliciently valued the minis- 
try as the ordinance of God; we 
have not sympathized with our sis- 
ter churches who are destitute oi 
pastors ; hence our petitions to the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would 
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send forth labourers, have been 
unfrequent and languid. Brethren, 
let us awake from this indifference, 
let us repent of our apathy, and re- 
membering that the harvest is plen- 
teous,that the labourersare few,that 
of this smal! number, one and anoth- 
er is taken away by death, that 
God alone can send forth labour- 
ers, and that blessings inconceiv- 
ably great are connected with the 
ministry, let us be incited to pray 
the.Lord of the harvest, that He 
will send forth labourers into his 
harvest, 
Tabor. 


For the American Bap. Mag. 


ORIENTAL MANNERS AND 
CusToms. 


Messrs. Editors, 

The object of the inclosed communi- 
cation, is to excite a greater attention to 
the importance of Onental Manners and 
Customs, as connected with the interpre- 
tations of the Bible. If you think it cal- 
culated to subserve this, as I think. val- 
uable purpose, you are at liberty to use 
it. 


Yours, &c. IMLAC, 


Ovr ignorance of Asiatic Man- 
gers and Customs. often leads us to 
misapprehend circumstances and 
events recorded in the Bible. This 
position may be illustrated by two 
or three examples. 

One, who imagines that the po- 
sition of the body at meals, was the 
same among Eastern nations that it 
is with us, cannot conceive, how it 
would be natural or becoming for 
the beloved John to lean upon the 
bosom of his Master at table, as re- 
lated John xiii. 23; or how the 
woman, mentioned Luke vii. 37, 
could, while our Lord was sitting 
at meat, and while she stood behind 
him, wash and wipe, and anoint his 
feet. But when it is known, that 
amongst the Jews, as well as Greeks 
and Romans, it was customary at 
meals to recline upon the left side 
and left elbow, on couches placed 
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for the purpose; and that the feet 
of the first came behind the back 
of the second, and the head of the 
second near the bosom of the first, 
the difficulty yanishes, and all ap- 

It is, believe, senerally thought, 


¥ 


_ that one part of Christ’s humilia- 


tion consisted in the meanness of 
his birth; or, to speak i in language 
often used concerning that event, 
in his being ‘born in a stable and 
cradled in a manger.’ ‘There is 
abundant evidence, that the Saviour 
was born of parents of humble rank, 
and that he was born, too, in hum- 
ble circumstances. But an accu- 
rate knowledge of the publick 
houses of the East, would probably 
satisfy us, that there was nothing 
peculiarly or uncommonly mean 
and distressing in the circumstances 
of his birth. We learn from trav- 
ellers, that there were, centuries 
ago, as well as at the present day, 
two sorts, at least, of publick hous- 
es, in Eastern countries; one for 
the exclusive accommodation of 
men, or of the human species, the 
other for the accommodation both 
of the traveller and his beast, not 
only under the same roof, but in 
the same great area or inclosure. 
It would seem, that there was only 
one of the former kind at Bethle- 
hem, and that this was full, when 
Joseph and Mary arrived. They 
repaired, therefore, to one of the 
latter and more common kind. 
These were erected at public cost, 
afforded nothing but lodgings, were 
attended by no person, and subject- 
ed the traveller to no expense, 
The middle part of the building 
was appropriated to the cattle ; and 
the travellers found lodgings upon 
a wide bench erected agdinst the 
inside of the walls. For a more 
full account, see Dr. Campbell on 
Luke ii. 7. It would seem that 
there was something of the same 
union of accommodations for man 
and beast in private houses. See 
1 Samuel, xxviii. 24. 

From what. our Lord said to bis 
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disciples, John xiii. after he had 
washed their feet, ‘ye also ought 
to wash one another’s feet,’ some 
have supposed that this thing ought 
to be practised in every part of the 
world. ‘The Roman Catholic prin- 
ces of Europe have practised wash- 
ing the feet of the poor on holy 
Thursday. But when we know, 
that it was the common practice 
for guests or visitants to have their 
feet washed as soon as they arrived 
at the house to which they were 
going; and that, as they wore san- 
dals without stockings, this ‘was 
necessary to prevent their soiling 
the couches on which they were 
to retire; and when we consider 
also the design of our Saviour in 
this act, we shall see no ground for 
such a supposition. Washing the 
feet was a menial office, or one per- 
formed by servants.. When, there- 
fore, it was performed by one 
friend for another, it was a mark 
of more than ordinary regard and 
affection. One object of our Lord, 
in this transaction, might be, to teach 
them a lesson of humility and broth- 
erly love, and to teach them to ex- 
press this love by every act of kind- 
ness and friendship. But another 
and higher object probably wes, 
(see the place which this chapter 
holds in Newcomb’s Harmony,) to 
correct their Jewish prejudices re- 
specting the temporal nature of his 
kingdom, which they supposed 
would come with great external 
splendour; and to put down that 
worldly, ambitious spirit, of which 
we find so many traces, (Matth. 
Xvili. 1, xx. 21; Luke xxi. 24,) and 
which led them to seek the first 
honours of this earthly kingdom. 
The instruction, then, conveyed in 
this most impressive manner, Im- 
pressiy, on account of that univer- 
sal custom among them which sug- 
gested it, does not differ, as to sub- 
Stance, from what he had often 
taught them. To practise this, 
therefore, in this and other West- 
ern nations, would, to say nothing 
of its indecorum, haye none of its 
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original significancy. The spirit 
and design of the example and com- 
mand would be lost. 

But not to multiply examples, we 
have reason to rejoice in the helps 
for learning the Manners and Cus- 
toms of the East, furnished by such 
books as Fleury’s Manners of the 
ancient Israelites, Calmet’s Diction- 
ary of the Bible, Harmer’s Obser- 
vations, Burder’s Oriental Customs, 
Ward’s Appendix to his History ot 
the Hinuoos, and Horne’s Introduc- 
tion to the Scriptures; and in the 
multiplication of these, helps by 
Eastern travels, and, especially, by 
Eastern missions. ‘The permanen- 
cy of Lastern customs and manners, 
it is well known, is what renders 
them so valuable for the elucida- 
tion of ancient writings. When 
the East shall ‘be christianized, 
when its treasures of knowledge, 
which may be drawn from its books, 
its languages, its customs, its works 
of nature and art, shall come into 
our possession, then, and probably 
not till then, will the sacred Scrip- 
tures shed upon us all the splen- 
dour of their original and unshorn 
beams. IMLAC. 
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To the Editors of the Am. Dap. Mag. 


NATURE AND DESIGN OF THE [InFLY- 
ENCES OF THE SPIRIT. 


Gentlemen, 

In conversing with professors of 
different persuasions of whom I 
have had reason to hope well; I 
have observed a mistake very prev- 
alent, which seems to operate to 
the injury of social religion and in- 
dividual comfort. It has appeared 
also, that it affects those most whose 
consciences are the most tender, 
and who discover the strongest so- 
licitude to act with propriety. The 
mistake to which I refer, is in ref- 
erence to the nature and design of 
divine influence. 

I shall take for granted the truth 
of the doctrine, and confine myself 
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to afew remarks which may go to 
distinguish its different departments. 
Indeed, individuals who turn the 
doctrine into profane ridicule, would 
deserve no notice if pity were no 
virtue. One might ask such, Is it 
naturally impossible that He who 
made intelligent beings can have 
access to their minds and hearts ? 
Except they can put an absolute 
negative upon this question, their 
conduct must appear worse than 
ridiculous. Is it probable that the 
great majority of men, whether be- 
lievers or unbelievers in revelation; 
learned, or unlearned; of all coun- 
tries and ages; nay, that the com- 
mon sense of mankind can have 
been deceived; and that they stood 
in need of the sagacity and pene- 
tration of these gentlemen to set 
them right? The doctrine is certain- 
ly possible—It is probable. One 
might easily go the other step, and 
Say it is true,but! forbear. It will 


Yollow without the last, that the 


conduct of these gentlemen is not 
only unphilosophical, but opposed 
to common prudence and common 
sense ; for a possibility of any doc- 
trine is a presumption in its behalf. 
A probability is more than a pre- 
sumption. He who can oppose ei- 


‘ther, or both with ridicule instead 


of reason, must be very wicked or 
very ignorant. 

1 will submit to you and your 
readers the following attempt to 
establish something like correct 
ideas upon this important subject ; 
and may He, whose honour it is in- 
sended to vindicate, render it ben- 
eficial to his people, that the pious 
and humble may surmount their dis- 
couragements. and the dithdent may 
become useful. | 

It appears to me that the subject 
reguires to be divided into two 
parts. I will call the first special, 
and the second common. By spe- 
cial influence, I mean the communi- 
cation of that preternatural power to 


‘individuals for extraordinary pur- 


poses, where God has commissioned 
men to perform certain actions and 
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deliver certain sentiménts in his 
Such were miracles, proph- 
ecies and revelations. Commomin- 
fluence is ‘that operation of | the 
Spirit of God, which renews the 
heart of man, excites in him holy 
desires, and induces and aids him in 
the performance of holy actions. 

The first sort of divine influence 
may be possessed indiscriminately 
by good or bad men, and is no cri- 
terion of character. It was 
sessed by Balaam—the old prophet 
of Bethe]l—Caiaphas, and probably 
by Judas—by the Prophets, Apos- 
tles, and Evangelists. The second 
sort of divine influence is possessed 
by none but those who are the sub- 
jects of divine grace, and is cha- 
racteristic of a regenerated state. 

The cubjects of the first were 
moved and influenced mechanical- 
Jy, without the exercise of choice, 
and frequently without correct ideas 
of what they did or said ; see 1 Pet. 
i10,11. The second is perfectly 
accordant with moral agency, al- 
lows a choice, and supposes that we 
are influenced by motives. 

The first wasarule of obligation 
to hun who possessed it. He was 
bound to act tothe exact extent of 
the influence exercised upon him, 
and to go no further—to act at ali 
times when he felt it, and not te — 
act without it. But the second ne:- 
ther reveals, nor points to any new 
duty. What is duty under this di- 
vine influence, was morally binding 
before we were the subjects of it, 
and must be souponall men. The 
former, every time excited, re- 
veals and imposes some new duty. 
The latter is designed to enable 
him who is the subject of it to per- 
form aduty or duties which were 
revealed before, and which are ob- 
ligatory irrespective of our rece!v- 
ing special aid. The former has 
been given upon special occasions 
for important purposes. Men might 
possess it once, twice, &c. and thes 
bave it no more, the end being an- 
swered, for which it was giyen. 
But the latter is the constant priv- 
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ilege of good men, and the grand 
mark of the gospel dispensation. 

The evils arising ‘rom the want 
of correctly distinguishing between 
these two sorts of divine influence, 
are numerous and serious. We 
have met with preachers whose pi- 
ety and good intentions we could 
not doubt, despise study and read- 
ing, and deliver extemporaneously 
what they have presamed to say 
came from the immediate influen- 
ces of the Spirit of God. We must 
however be allowed to lament 
what we deem a mistake in these 
good men, whom we love and re- 
spect. These people allege m 
the defence of their practice, 2 Pe- 
ter, i. 21, and Mark xiii. 11. Now 
a little attention will convince any 
one, that these passages refer to the 
first species of divine influence, and 
have nothing to do with ordivary 
ministers of the present day. It is 
devoutly to be wished that these 
good men would recollect that rea- 
son, judgment, and memory are 
gifts from God; to refuse to 204 
ploy these in his service, is a sp 
cies of robbery. I am inclined to 
think he acts the most pious part, 
who labours to prepare bimself for 
public work, as if every thing de- 
pended upon his exertions, and then 
place his confidence and hope in di- 
vine influence as much as if he had 
done nothing. 

We have noticed at prayer-meet- 
ings, when certain individuals have 
been called upon to engage, that 
they have declined, and alleged 
they did not feel liberty. Itiscom- 
mon for such persons to refer us to 
2 Cor. iii. 17. ** Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, thete is liberty.” If 
their minds were not possessed with 
a wrong idéa of divine inflnence, a 
little attention would convince them 
that the text in question has noth- 
ing to do with the subject, but re- 
fers to the difference between the 
Mosaic and Christian dispensation. 
it were well if such persons would 
consider that prayer is a natural 
duty: binding upon all men; and 


iINBLUENCES OF THE SPIRIT. 


that to be disinclined to it is a great 
sin. Ifthe Spirit of God-be afford- 
ed us in the act, it is a privilege ; 
but the sin is just the same, wheth- 
er we omit prayer under an appre- 
hension that we are not under divine 
influence, or because we are disin- 
clined to attend to it; for the gift 


‘of the Spirit is not the rule or meas- 


ure of our duty. 

Upon just the same ground sin- 
ners excuse themselves ina state of 
impenitency and unbelief, and fan- 
cy, it is to be feared, that because 
they are not the subjects of divine 
influence, they have very little to 
account for toGod. They say, they 
cannot change their own hearts. 
They cannot give themselves spir- 
itual desires. If they were to say, 
we would not if we could, it would 
be stating the business correctly. 

fs this sentiment the offspring of 
their depravity and blindness of 
heart; or has it been propagated 
by ill-informed Christians? We 
ought, however, to take alarm at 
the serious mischief arising from it. 
Follow but the principle in its nat- 
ural tendency, and it will set aside 
the revelation we have received ; 
for, if nothing be my duty without 
I be the subject of divine influence, 
it will follow that when I am witb- 
out that influence, neither unbelief, 
nor any thing else, can be my sin. 
The conclusion, therefore, is, that 
the scriptures become binding just 
in proportion as | am moved by the 
Spirit of God, and if he should move 
mé to any thing before unrevealed, 
or, contrary to what is already 
revealed, it is my duty to do it. 
Where then is the boasted perfev- 
tion of revelation ? 3 

Hf, on the other hand, we form 
correct ideas of divine influence, it 
will give an importance to the word 
of God, urge the conscientious 
Christian to activity, and leave the 
sinner and the disobedient withovt 
excuse. 


Yours, &c. 
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TWO ANECDOTES OF MR. 
DOOLITTLE. 


Ma: Doourrrie took great delight 
in catechising, and urged ministers 
to it, as having a special tendency 
to propagate knowledge, to estab- 
lish young persons in the truth, 
and to prepare them to read and 
hear sermons with advantage. Ac- 
cordingly, every Lord’s- day, he 
catechised the youth and adults of 
his congregation; and this part of 
his labours was attended with the 
happiest effects. Of this we have 
the following striking anecdote. 
The question for the evening be- 
ing, * What is effectual calling ?” 
the answer was given in the words 
of the Assembly’s Catechism. 
This answer being explained, Mr. 
Doolittle proposed that the ques- 
tron should be answered by chang- 
ing the words us and our into me and 
my. Upon this proposal, a solemn 
silence followed. Many felt its 
vast importance; but none had 
courage to answer. At length, a 
young man, about twenty-eight 
years of age, rose up, and, with ev- 
ery mark of a broken heart, was 
enabled tosay, ‘ Effectual calling 
is the work of God’s Spirit, where- 
by, convineing me of my sins and 
misery, enlightening my mind in the 
knowledge of Christ, and renewing 
my will, he did persuade and ena- 
ble me to embrace Jesus Christ, 
freely ofiered to me in the gospel.” 
The scene was truly affecting. The 
proposa! of the question had com- 
manded unusuzl solemnity. The 
rising up of the young man had 
created high expectations, and the 
answer being accompanied with 
proots of unfeigned piety and mod- 
esty, the congregation were bath- 
edintears) young man had 
been converted by being catechis- 
ed, and, to his honour Mr. Doolittle 
says, ** Of an ignorant and wicked 
youth, he had become a knowing 
and serious professor, to God's glo- 
ry and my great comfort. 
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The other Anecdote is strongly 
characteristic of the non-conforming 
ministers of that age. Being en- 
gaged in the usual service on a cer- 
tain occasion, when Mr. Doolittle 
had finished his prayer, he looked 
around upon the congregation, and 
observed a young man just shut in- 
to one of the pews, who discover- 
ed much uneasiness in that situa- 
tion, and seemed to wish to go out 
again. Mr. D. feeling a peculiar 
desire to detain him, hit upon the 
following expedient. Turning to- 
wards one of the members of his 
church, who sat in the gallery, he 
asked him aloud, * Brother. Jo you 
repent of your having come to 
Christ?” ‘No, Sir, (said he,) I 
never was happy till then: I only 
repent that I did not come to him 
sooner.” Mr D. then turned to- 
wards the opposite gallery, aad ad- 
dressed himself to an aged member 
in the same manner, * Brother, do 
you repent of your having come to 
Christ No, Sir, he,) I 
have knownthe Lord from my youth 
up.” He then looked down upon 
the young man, whose attention 


- was fully engaged, and fixing his 
eyes upon him, said; “ Young man, 


are you willing to come to Christ ?” 
‘This unexpected address from the 
pulpit, exciting the observation of 
ali the people, so affected him, that 
he sat down, and hid hisface. The 
person who sat next him, encour- 
aged him to rise, and answer the 
question. Mr. D. repeated it, 
** Young man, are you willing to 
come to Christ?” With a tremu- 
lous voice, he replied, ** Yes, Sir.” 
But when, Sir?” added the min- 
ister, in a solemn and loud tone. 
He mildly answered, ‘“* Now, Sir.” 
‘‘ Then stay, (said he,) and hear the 
word of the Lord, which you will 
find in 2 Cor. vi. 2. ‘* Behold, now 
is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation.?” By this 
sermon God touched the heart of 
the young man, He came into the 
vestry, after service, dissolved in 
tears. "The unwillingness to stay 
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which he had manifested, was oc- 
‘casioned by the injunction of his 
father, who had threatened, that if 
ever he went to hear the fanatics, 
he would turn him out of doors. 
Having now heard, and being un- 
able to conceal the feelings of his 
mind, he was afraid to meet his fa- 
ther. Mr. D. sat down and wrote 
an affectionate letter to him, which 
had so good an effeci, that both fa- 
ther and mother came to hear for 
themselves. The Lord graciously 
met with them both; and father, 
mother, and son, were together re- 
ceived, with universal joy, into that 
church. 


THOUGHTS ON I COR. xiii. 4. 
Charity envieth not. 


By charity, as used in this chap- 
ter, is not intended that disposition 
which prompts us to be liberal to 
the poor and necessitous, and to 
contribute to their wants; nor does 
it inténd that liberality of senti- 
ment, which disposes us to think or 
speak favourably of those who dif- 
fer from us in their religious. opin- 
ions. Buta charity of a much high- 
er nature is intended. This cone 
sists in supreme love to God as the 
greatest and best of beings, and love 
to other beings proportioned to the 
degrees of excellence which they 
possess, 

This elevates and adorns 
the human character. It assimilates 
man to his God ; and is an indispen- 
sable prerequisite for heaven. With- 
eut this, all our pretensions to re- 
ligion are vain. Charity suffereth 
long, and is kind ;—charity envieth 
not. 

Envy is the direct opposite of 
this heaven-descended grace. ‘They 
are so opposite in their nature, that 
they can never dwell together in 
the same breast. ‘The admission of 
one, is fatal to the existence of the 
other. Where envy is cherished, 
Charity is outraged. She will nev- 
er consent to take up her abode in 
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-a heart where envy is permiited to 


dwell. Let us inguire, 

t. What is the nature, and what 
are the hateful qualities of envy ? 

* Envy is pain felt, and malignity 
conceived, at the sight of excellence 
or happiness.” It is composed of 
some of the vilest passions which 
exist in the human heart. It is a 
composition of pride, ambition, ha- 
tred and revenge. It is wholly 
destitute of any one good quality, 
and tends only to make its possess- 
or wretched. 

True Christian charity,is a meek, 
amiable grace; and notwithstand- 
ing it holds the highest rank among 
the Christian virtues. it vaunteth 
not uself, is not puffed up. But en- 
vy is inflated with pride and self- 
importance. It-repines and sick- 
ens at the sight of another’s pros- 
perity. Cliristian charity is a grace 
descended from heaven—envy 
springs from the lower regions. 
Charity presents the image of ce- 
lestial goodness; envy exhibits the 
matignity of hell! It is mére de- 
testable, and more to be dreaded 
than all the other hateful passions. 
‘“* Wrath is cruel, and anger is out- 
rageous; but who is able to siand 
before envy ” | 

~ Envy is compared by Solomon to 
a rottenness in the bones. Diseases of 
this kind, are not only the most 
painful, but the mos* <'fficuit to 
cure. Wounds in the flesh, though 
large and deep, are easily healed ; 
but when the bones become carious, 
human skill is often baffled aud set 
at defiance. Such is the nature of 
envy, which infuses its rancorous 
poison into the depraved heart. 
One of Job’s friends compares it to 
a murderer or destroyer. For, saith 
he, “wrath killeth the foolish man, 
and envy slayeth the silly one.” It 
not anfrequently operates in such a 
manner, as to destroy the health, 
but in many iustances it leads men 
to put an end to their: own exist- 
ence 

It is the nature of envy to tor 
ment, and make miserable, not gn. 
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ly the immediate subject of it, but 
every other being in the universe. 
No wonder then that the Apostle, 
in describing one of the most lovely 
of ail the Christian virtues, should 
gay, “charity envieth not.” 

2. should any ask, What are 
the injurious effects occasioned by 
envy? it may be answered, that a 
large proportion of all the crimes, 
that have ever disgraced the human 
character, have been the result of 
envy. 
What but this occasioned the 
first act of murder, that ever ting- 
ed the earth with human blood! 
What but envy excited the angry 
passions of Cain against his brother? 
Why did Joseph’s brethren con- 
spire against him? The scriptures 
furnish the answer; ‘* Being mov- 
ed with envy, they sold Joseph in- 
to Egypt.””. Why could not Haman 
be happy while basking in the rays 
of a royal court, so long as Morde- 
cai enjoyed a part of the same hon- 
our? TThe answer is plain, his 
heart rankied with eavy. When 
an honour, which he had vainly con- 
templated for himself, was confer- 
red on this uncourteous Jew, it was 
teo much for an envious heart to 
bear. The world appeared too 
limited for them both; he there- 
fore nesolved upon the destruction 
of Mordecai. What moved Saul, 
to attempt the destruction of the 
man who had saved his empire ? 
It wasenvy. Hecould not bear the 
public applause so justly given to 
the stripling hero. Once and again 
he had been in the hands of the 
man whose life he now sought, and 
who refused to suffer any to harm 
him, because he considered him as 
the Lord’s anointed. He knew Da- 
vid to be more righteous than him- 
self; and, overwhelmed with this 
conviction, he would for the mo- 
ment, be silent, and weep, and pro- 
mise ;—but hurried on by this in- 
fernal passion, he agaim pursued 
his prey like a partridge upon the 
mountains, regardiesgof all his sa- 
cred promises. 

Why were the Jews so clamor- 


THOUGHTS ON 1 coR. xiil. 4. 


(July, 


ous for the crucifixion of Jesus ? 
What injury had he done them? 
Do we not hear them acknowledge, 
‘* He hath done all things well; he 
maketh both the deaf to hear, and 
the dumb to speak.”” Why then 
conspire his death? Pilate, who sat 
as judge, and who sought to release 
him, shall explain it ; he knew, that 
for envy, the Jews had delivered him. 
Jt was the unsullied excellence. of 
his character which excited their 
envye His holy life, his ardent 
zeal in the cause of righteousness, 
his unbounded benevolence, contin- 
ually reproved and tormented them, 
till their envy became insupporta- 
ble. 

Why did the Jews of Asia con- 
tradict and blaspheme, when Paul 
preached the gospel of peace to 
them? The sacred historian an- 
swers, when they ‘saw the multi- 
tudes,”* that came to hear the word 
of God, ** they were filled with en- 
v 

This hateful foe lurks in almost 
every breast, and often mars the 
sweetest joys of life. It can never 
be indulged, but at the expense of 
peace and contentment. Itis a dis- 
ease that drinks up the spirits, and 
banishes every ray of cheerfulness 
from the soul. 

3. It will be natural to inquire, . 
whether there is any effectual cure 
for envy. 

Reason and philosophy may do 
much to curb and suppress the ex- 
ercise of this hateful disposition, 
but they can never extirpate it from 
the breast. If it be not eradicated, 
it will remain like asmotheved fire, 
which needs only a little agitation 
like a gust of wind to blow it into 
3 flame. The only effectual cure, 
is the implantation of holy love. 
“ Charity envieth not.” Where this 
prevails and reigns,it overcomes all 
the malignant passions of the soul, 
and brings every thought into sweet 
subjection. Under the influence of 
this heayenly temper, we are ena- — 
bled to * lay aside all malice, and 


guile, and hypocrisies, and envits, 


apd all evil speaking.” 
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True charity teaches us to love 
our neighbour as we love ourselves; 
to love our brethren, to be pitiful 
and courteous. How lovely is this 
heaven-born charity, which dispos- 
es us to * be kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one ano- 
ther, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven us.” 

From the foregoing description 
of the odious nature and fatal con- 
sequences of envy, let every Chris- 
tian be admonished never to har- 
bour such an unworthy guest. Sup- 
press the first risings of it in thy 
soul, or it will rob thee of thy 
peace, and leave thee wretched and 
miserable. Cherish with holy so- 
licitude, that ** charity which is the 
bond of perfectness.” The exer- 
cise of this holy principle will serve 
to beguile away the tedious hours 
of misfortune and adversity ; it will 
solace thine heart, and abide with 
thee all the journey of life; it will 
accompany thee to that blessed 
world, where faith and hope are 
known no more; but where perfect 
love forever reigns. 


B... 


For the American Bap. Mag. 


ADVICE TO CHURCHES ON THE CHOICE 
OF MINISTERS. 


Ty the Baptist Churches in America, 


Beloved Brethren, 

‘I nesoice that so many of you are 
supplied with pastors and teachers 
after God’s own heart. I pray that 
their usefulness may be continued 
for a great while to come. But 
some of you are now destitute of 
the stated ministrations of the word 
and ordinances of Jesus Christ. 
You are jooking and praying for 
some one to go in and out before 
you, and to discharge the various 
unportant duties of a Christian Pas- 
tor. And in all probability, the un- 
relenting hand of death will soon 
sweep from the walls of our Jeru- 
salem many, who have fought a 
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good fight, and who have been 
burning and shining lights in the 
golden candlesticks of our God. 

The subject therefore of the 


present address, either now is, or 


shortly will be, one of bigh interest 
to almost all the churches of our 
divine Redeemer. As on the one 
hand, there is not a greater curse 
among the judgments of Heaven, 
than a corrupt and unfaithful 
preacher, so, on the other, a 
good minister of Jesus Christ is 
justly esteemed among the vichest 
blessings of a gracious God. Upon 
the choice you are about to make, 
hang momentous consequences. 
Fraternal union, the future growth 
of the church in numbers and in 
grace, the salvation of multitudes 
yet unborn, and the high honours 
of Immanuel, are intimately associ- 
ated with the choice of a minister. 
We need the wisdom that is from 
above, to give advice upon this sub- 
But relying upon the Spirit 
of truth, and the dictates of inspi- 
ration, we venture the following 
bints. 

Let the church be fervent and 
incessant in her addresses to the 
throne of grace, for the direction 
and benediction of God. In this re- 
spect let the example of the bles- 
sed Saviour be imitated, who, be- 
fore he chose his twelve apostles, 
spent a whole night in prayer. 

You believe, that if Ged does not 
send you a pastor in love, you may 
as well be destitute of one. O, be 
entreated then to pray the Lord of 
the harvest to send you a good 
minister of Jesus Christ; and to pre- 
pare you to receive him as a mes- 
senger of God. A word to the wise 
is sufficient. 

- Permit me now, dear brethren, 
to mention a few traits, which ought 
to be prominent in the ministerial 
character. 

Entire devotedness to the 
of the Redeemer. The whole sou) 
should Be absorbed in ‘the work of 
the ministry. With this blessed, 
this arduous*employment, no other 
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distinct occupation should be al- 
lowed to interfere. Those min- 
isters of Christ, who have engaged 
in worldly business, when necessity 
has not compelled, have generally 
been in as sad a predicament, as Sam- 
son,shorn of his locks. Thatfervent 
and holy unction, which commands 
attention to the word, that tender 
and affectionate solicitude for im- 
mortal souls, which touches the se- 
cret springs of sensibility; and awak- 
ens the drowsy conscience of the 
impenitent, is not likely to attend 
their ministrations. If Paul’s ex- 
hortation to Timothy be disregard- 
ed, and a minister do not give him- 
self wholly to these things, his pro- 
fiting will not appear unto all. 

Search then, and earnestly pray 
for a minister of Jesus Christ, who 
can see magnitude and importance 
enough in the gospel ministry to 
command all the energies of his soul. 

Il. Sutiableness to your circum 
stances. Inquire for a candidate, 
who possesses qualifications suited 
to, your condition. A man may be 
fitted for one station and not for 
another. Our divine Redeemer 
qualifies his servants for the posts 
he designs they should occupy. 
Their gifts make room for them, 
and they will be able to plant the 
standard of the cross, wherever he 
directs them to go. Your inquiry, 
therefore, must not simply be, 
whether a man is called of God to 
preach, but whether he be called to 
preach with you. 

Ill. Prudence. This is a quali- 
fication needed at all times and pla- 
ces. It is so importact, so necessa- 
ry, that I can hardly persuade my- 
self to believe that Jesus Christ ev- 
er sends a man into his vineyard, 
without a tolerable share of it. 
What mischief, what divisions and 
contentions arise from the want of 
it. Who can trace the meandering 


_evils, which flow from a single im- 


prudent word! 
is not less deleterious in ®® effects, 
The want of prudence, though it 
may not be chargeable with crim- 


ON THE CHOICE OF MINISTERS. 


{ July, ; 


inality, may greatly curtail the use- 
fulness of an otherwise able minister 
of Jesus Christ. It may give re. 
peated occasion to the enemies of 
our Zion, to speak reproachfully of 
her blessed doctrine, as well as of 
her public functionaries. A high de. 
gree of this grace should therefore 
outweigh, in the estimation of the 
church, amelodious voice, or even 
the charms oforatory. But a man’s 
prudence cannot always be learned 
from his public labours. That un- 
ruly evil, which is full of deadly 
poison, will sometimes emit its most 
deadly contents in the social circle 
or in the private interview. In 
vain does a man imitate the zeal of 
Peter, or the eloquence of Apollos 
in the pulpit, if the graces of the 
Spirit do not mark his daily deport- 
ment. ‘ 

IV. Soundness in the faith. In 
almost every church, there will be 
some, who, either from the preju- 
dices of education, want of knowl. 
edge,or the carnality of their hearts, 
will hesitate and waver with regard 
to important truths. But lamenta- 
ble are the effects when this is the 
case with the minister. His own 
errors, scruples and waverings will 
be propagated among the people of 
his charge. 

Would you avoid the poison of 
heresy, would you escape the evils - 
of instability, then look for a preach- 
er, who is rooted and grounded in 
love ; who is not easily shaken in 
mind, and who is steadfast in the 
faith. 

When love of the world, or pop- 
ular applause, or the caresses of 
heretics,can swerve a man from the 
course of truth, he is by no means 
a suitable person to be at the helm 
of the ship. The minister of Christ 
is especially required to let his eyes 
look right on and his eyelids straight 
before him. Such conduct will in- 
sure the approbation of the virtuous 
and good, who, if they should dis- 
sent from some parts of his doc- 
trine,would be constrained to admire 
bis stability. PHILOZION, 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. | 


Missionary Putelligence. 


ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION. 


SERAMPORE. 


A communication from our brethren at 
this station, dated in February last, 
contains the following account of a 
young bride burnt with her betrothed 
husband. 


Severat months ago, in the vicin- 
ity of Chandernagore, a female vic- 
tim was immolated on the funeral 
pile, under circumstances peculiar- 
ly affecting. She was a young wo- 
man,who had been recently betroth- 
ed to a young man of the same town. 
Every thing was prepared for the 
celebration of the nuptials, which 
had been fixed for the next day; 
the relatives of both parties had ar- 
rived from a distance to honour the 
marriage with their presence ; and 
the circle of their friends already 
enjoyed in anticipation the festivi- 
ties which the approaching day 
would usher in. The preceding 
evening, however, the bridegroom 
was taken ill of the Cholera Mor- 
bus, and in a few hours was a life- 
less corpse. Information being con- 
veyed of the melancholy event to 
the bride, she instantly declared 
her determination to ascend the fu- 
neral pile of her betrothed lord; a 
long debate was hereupon held be- 
tween the relations of the bride and 
the priests respecting the legality 
of the act ; the result of which was, 
that in such cases the shasters con- 
sidering the bride as beund to her 
husband by the vow she had taken, 
permitted a voluntary immolation 
on the funeral pile. Thenext day, 
therefore, instead of the music and 
joy which had been anticipated, the 


bride was led to the banks of the | 


Ganges, amid the silent grief of her 

friends and relatives, and burnt with 

er dead body of her intended hus- 
nd. 


CALCUTTA. 


FROM MR. PENNEY TO A FRIEND IN 
ENGLAND, DATED 


February 18, 1819. 


Let me persuade you, (as your 
mind is so much exercised respect- 
ing the unenlightened heathen) to 
think still more seriously respecting 
these parts, where every labourer 
is constantly repeating the Macedo- 
nian cry, “Come over and help 
us.” Here is work sufficient to 
consume the zeal of angels; for 
multitudes are willing to hear the 
gospel, and frequently express their 
conviction that the religion of Je- 
sus will, ere long, fill the whole 
world: they say that the world at 
present is divided, but that this re- 
ligion is calculated to cement the 
human race in one, Calcutta, and 
indeed the whole of Bengal, to the 
feelings of a true missionary, whose 
heart is disposed more for work 
than success, must be viewed as an 
important field of labour. His 
eyes may behold in the highways, 
hedges, markets, and at the river- 
side, human beings hurrying on to 
destruction in the midst of awful 
darkness ; and yet their movements 
are not so speedy but that they will 
wait with patience to listen to the’ 
angel now flying in the midst of 
heaven with the everlasting gospel, 
saying, *t Fear God, and give glory 
to him.” But, farther, for your 
encouragement, consider those good 
men who entered this field at the 
commencement, and have continu- 
ed now about twenty-five years. 
Had labour only been their portion, 
they would have abandoned the 
field Of action. But God has grant- 
ed them great success, much be- 
yond their most sanguine expecta- 
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tions. Reflect on the churches 
planted by them in Caleutta, Ser- 
ampore, Cutwa, Chittagong, Mon- 
gbyr, Patna, Dinagepore, &c.—the 
translations prepared for the vari- 
ous tribes of India, to send them 
“the wonderful works of God;” 
the vast number of the rising gen- 
eration rescued from ignorance and 
stupidity, &c.—yet, nothwithstand- 
ing so much has been done, there 
is no moral change in the bulk of 
the people. A breach only has 
deen made, which will require a 
vigorous attack, by others pressing 
forward to the battle, to assist to 
demolish the high places raised by 
Satan, that every successive gene- 
ration may be enabled to gain a 
larger triumph than their fathers, 
until the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ. All these 
are giyen to the Redeemer by coy- 
enant, and by the signs of the times 
let us hope it is not far distant; we 
wait only for a greater out-pouring 
of the Spirit, before we shall hear 
a shaking of the dry bones in this 
valley of death. 

Give my love to Mr. Ward, and 
say, that all at Serampore and Cal- 
cutta are well, and praying for his 
return for the good of the heathen. 
We are all, 1 hope, usefully em- 
ployed ; if not usefully, 1 can assure 
you we are happily employed. God 
grant we may be both. 


Extract or A LETTER FRom MR, 
Apam, to Dr. RYLAND, DATED 


Calcutta, March 22, 1819. 


I Have just removed to the new 
station at Doorgapore, where | ex- 
pect to remain six months; during 
the whole of which, if I succeed in 
obtaming any native assistance, I 
shall be able very actively to em- 
ploy myself in preaching the gos- 
pel to the natives in this populous 
neighbourhood, as during this time 
there will be nothing else to call 


(July, 
my attention away from the grand 
object. Without native assistance, 
I shall not be able to do much, on 
account of my imperfect acquaint- 
ance with the language; and it ap- 
pears to me, that the most qualifi- 
ed of the native preachers, if stand- 
ing alone, will be found unable to 
give a faithful representation of di- 
vine truth in all its parts, or to de- 
fend it with judgment against oppo- 
sers, amongst whom are to be found 
in this country men of great re- 
search, learning, and ingenuity. 
But however unable to stand alone, 
place him by the side of an Euro- 
pean, and he becomes a most im- 
portant auxiliary; his prudence, 
his courage, his knowledge, are in- 
creased; his voice is heard with 
tenfold effect; he gives full scope 
to his imagination in representing 
divine truth under those images and 
metaphors which are so common, 
and so much liked, in this country ; 
and thus, while he preaches the 
gospel to his countrymen, instructs 
his European-companion in the 
mode of applying it with great- 
er effect to their judgments and 
consciences. On the other hand, 
a solitary European is almost as 
helpless as a native in the same 
circumstances. <A stranger in a 
strange country, surrounded by peo- 
ple of a strange tongue, having to 
propose to them a message which 
awakens all their prejudices, and 
deprives them of all their hopes in 
which they have formerly trusted 
for salvation, as well as threatens 
the loss of all that is dear to them 
in this life, imperfectly acquainted 
(at keast for the first few years) 
with the language in which he has 
to address them, and therefore lia- 
ble to render his meaning unintel- 
ligible, or perhaps even to excite 
some prejudice which might other 
wise have lain dormant—labouring 
under these, and other disadvanta- 
ges, his mind is oppressed by the 
responsibility of his charge, and his 
unfitness for the discharge of its 
duties. But when you place by his 
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gide, one who has left all and fol- 


lowed Christ, who knows his own 
language, and iscompetent to assist 
him in understanding native idioms, 
and in expressing Christian ideas in 
a native form, who is acquainted 
with all their prejudices, and can 
guard him against unnecessarily 
offending them,———his hands are 
strengthened, his mouth is opened, 
and he engages in his work witha 
delight which he cannot otherwise 
feel; since much of the pleasure a 


Missionary enjoys, arises from the . 


assurance that he is communicating 
good news to those who need it; 
an assurance which he cannot en- 
joy, if he has any ground to suspect 
that he has failed to put his hear- 
ers in complete possession of his 
meaning. Such are almost precise- 
ly the circumstances in which I find 
myself placed, after the lapse of a 
twelve month from the time of my 
arrival in India. It has fallen upon 
me tocommence Missionary opera- 
tions at the Doorgapore statien, 
which it is intended that each of 
those among us, who are not pre- 
vented by other engagements, shall 
occupy for six months in rotation. 
My knowledge of the language is 
naturally very imperfect, and if [ 
stood alone, I could not expect to 
be so useful for two or three years 
- to come, as | now hope to be with 
the native assistance I shall obtain; 
but surrounded, as I am, entirely by 


natives, | am placed in circumstan-. 


ces the most favourable for increas- 
ing my acquaintance with the lan- 


guage, and qualifying me more for 


Missionary duties. Before, howev- 
er, commencing my work here sys- 
tematically, a good deal of prepar- 
atory work in building must be at- 
tended to, which, on account of the 
extreme ignorance, perverseness, 
and laziness of the native workmen, 
requires much time to be spent in 
superintendence and direction. A 
bungaio has been already bult for 
us to livein; a house for morning 
and evening worship, at the side of 
the road, is now building; and also 
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a house for Panchon, our native asq 
sistant ; to which will be added, in 
the same line, three others for the 
reception of those who come from 
any distance to inquire about the 
gospel. Besides these, we propose 
building two places of worship, or 
Bengalee chapels, in Boronagur, a 
neighbouring and very populous 
village, the expense of which will 
be defrayed by our American friends 
and two others in those parts of 
Calcutta, which are naturally. in- 
cluded in the range of the Door- 
gapore station. For the reason 
which I have just mentioned, I have 
been able to go out but Jittle among 


the natives on week days, only 


twice or thrice with Panchon, ear- 
ly in the morning; but on the two 
Lord’s-days that we have been here, 
our hands have been full of work. 
On the first of these brother Pen- 


ney, and on the second brother Eu-. 


stace Carey,came to assistme. By 
one means and another, | find that 
the spirit of inquiry is spreading, 
and that many are desirous of know- 
ing what the gospel is. One, two, 
or three persons occasionally drop 


in at morning or evening worship, 


having come from some distance to 
satisfy themselves about us, and our 
object. Last night, six persons 
came to worship, two of whom re- 
mained two hours, and another, a 
learned Brahmun, three hours, and 
employed the whole time in asking 
questions, and obtaining information. 
‘he questions they proposed were, 
as far as 1 recollect, the following. 
—-Where was Jesus Christ born? 
What form did he assume in be- 
coming incarnate? What worship 
does Jesus Christ require? What 
will be obtained by worshipping 
him? All of which produced dis- 
cussions, into which I endeavoured 
to introduce as much of the sub- 
stance of the gospel as possible. 
Our object, however, is in many in- 
stances not comprebended. Seve- 
ral persons have called, who sup- 
posed that we had come here for 
the purpese ef keeping a school, 
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These we have undeceived, and 
sent away with tracts, after com- 
municating to them the message of 
the gospel. It is our intention, in- 


deed, to attempt the instruction of | 


a few native girls, when our influ- 
ence may be such as to prevail up- 
en the parents to sendthem. The 
schools amongst the natives for the 
instruction of boys are numerous,and 
of various kinds, but they have the 
most rootedantipathy against the ed- 
ucation of the female sex, and the 
attempts made to overcome it have 
been few, and only partially suc- 
cessful. Every fresh attempt, how- 
ever, diminishes the quantity of ig- 
norance, and weakens the strength 
of the prejudice. | 

We are all at present in good 
health. Brother Yates was lately 
very ill. Brother Lawson is inde- 
fatigable in his labours. Brother 
Pearce has accepted one of the sec- 
retaryships of the Calcutta School 
Seciety. Mr. Penney is also ac- 
tively engaged in schools. Breth- 
ren E. Carey and Yates are com- 
mencing the Persian and Hindosi?- 
hanee with the view of preaching 
to Mussulmen. The Rev. Mr. Cor- 
rie, now resident in Calcutta, and 
brethren Townley and Keith, who 
are zealously engaged in their work, 
have been reinforced by the arrival 
of two Missionaries. 


BENARES. 


Extracts From SmiTH’s 
JoURNAL. 


August 8th. A Durvesh called, 
who, after hearing the gospel, ap- 
peared much affected, and promis- 
ed to call again. 9th. Lord’s day. 
Preached at Sicrole. From thence 
went to Ram-kuttora, where I col- 
lected a large congregation, who 
listened to the word with much at- 
tention. 10th. The Durvesh call- 
ed with a Museulman; after hear- 
ing the gospel, he said, ¢«* My heart 
is much inclined to embrace the 
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Christian religion; pray for me, 
that God may grant me the desires 
of my heart.” 11th. Several per- 
sons called, to whom I read, and 
explained the Scriptures. 12th. Con- 
versed with a sunyasse in the pres- 
ence of many people at Prublad- 
ghat. From thence went to the 
Old Fort, and spoke to many. 
Brother Ram-Dasa conversed with 
a number of Brahmuns close to-the 
Thuttera bazar; at the close, a 
Brahmun asked him, “Of what 
cast are you, that you are speaking 

inst our religion?” Brother R. 
said, “1 was formerly a Brahmun, 
but on hearing the gospel I was led 
to discover the evils of heathenism ; 
therefore, through divine grace, I 
have left the road that leadeth to 
destruction, and haye believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who came 
into the world to satisfy the justice 
of God,. by giving his own life in 
order to save mankind from sin and 
hell.” The Brahmuns and others 
wondered, and said, * Truly, this 
isa good man.” 14th. Went out 
with brother Ram-Dasa to the 
chowk,* where we saw in a shop a 
picture of our Lord on the cross, 
Brother R. on seeing it, burst into 
tears, saying, * Thus the Lord of 
glory suffered and died for our sins.” 
From thence I went to the house 
of a rich native of Benares, who 
kindly received me, and heard the 
gospel with much attention. 16th. 
Lord’s-day. Preached at Sicrole. 
The Brahmun who was present on 
the 26th ult called again, and ap- 
peared very much affected at the 
discourse. After worship, he clasp- 
ed both his hands, and said, * Sir, 
ever since I heard the word of God, 
my mind has been much alarmed. 
I wished much to see yon; and, a-. 
greeably to my promise, | called in 
town to see you, but not finding 
your house,I returned home. The 
following Sabbath, 1 called at this 
meeting house very early, but not 
seeing you, I returned home very 
sorrowful. This morning, through 


” Ap enclosed place; a market place. 
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the blessing of God, I have found 
you, andI hope you will take me 
with you, and insfruct me in the 
knowledge of the truth: fam ready 
to forsake all for Christ’s sake,” 
When the dinner came on the ta- 
ble, | asked him to eat; he sat 
down, and said, ** Why should I be 
bound in the pride of cast, while I 
am seeking my deliverance from 
sin?” The spectators wondered ; 

they thought that the missionaries 
gave the Brahmuns money ; but now 
they see, that it is nothing but the 
love of Jesus which draws them to 
give up all. On my way home, I 
addressed the people in two places ; 
the Brahmun followed me home, 
conversing on religious subjects. 
After a few hours, he took leave, 
requesting me to send brother Ram- 
Dasa to his village to-morrow morn- 
ing, and that he would return with 
him with bis brother. 17th. Early 
in the morning, brother Ram-Dasa 
went to the Brahmun’s house at 
Lartara, about 5 miles from Benares; 
he found him conversing with his 
mother and brother on the gospel. 
On seeing brother R. he received 
him very kindly, and called all his 
friends and relations to hear the 
gospel, when a good number assem- 
bled. Brother R. read and explain- 
ed a Hindee tract; many wonder- 
ed, and one exclaimed, ‘These 
are the words which attracted our 
friend Maya-Dasa; on account of 
which, he wishes to leave his mo- 
ther, brother, house, land, &c. Now 
all our persuasions will not draw 
his mind away.” After a little 
more conversation, Maya- Dasa bade 
farewell to all his family and friends, 
and left his village : this brother ac- 
companied him to my house. Ma- 


ya-Dasa endeavoured to draw his 


brother from heathenism. His 
brother said, ‘* My dear brother, say 
what you wish, but I cannot give up 
my cast;”? and returned to his vil- 
lage. 25th. Maya-Dasa’s brother 
called, to whom I! explained the 
word of life, with which he appear- 
ed much affected, and requested 


47 


BIISSIO NARY INTELLIGENCE. 3693 


me to go to his village next Sabbath 
day, and preach to the Brahmuns. 
26th. Preached in several parts of 


the town to crowds of people: ma- | 


ny on hearing the gospel appeared 
much delighted. 27th. Addressed 
the word to a crowd of people at 
Pruhlad-ghat, where a woman was 
to be burned alive with the corpse 
of her husband. At the close of 
the discourse, a Brahmun said, 
* Your scriptures are quite contra- 
ry to ours; therefore | hope you 
will not speak much.” ‘The corpse 
and the woman were taken (o Brum- 
ha-ghat, where they intended t¢ 
burn her with the corpse. After 
they had performed their supersti- 
tious ceremonies, they placed the 
woman on the pile with the corpse, 
and set fire to the wood. As soon 
as the flame touched her, she jump- 
ed off the pile, and fell into the wa- 
ter. Immediately the Brahmuns 
seized her, in order to put her again 
into the flames: she exclaimed, ‘Do 
not murder me; | don’t wish to be 
burned.” The company’s officer 
being present, she was brought 
home safely. 30th. Lord’s-day. 
Preached at Sicrole ; after worship 
went with the two enquirers to their 


village at Lartara, where about fifty » 


persons assembled, and heard the 
gospel with great attention. Se- 


veral appeared much affected, and 


said, * ‘Truly the English have the 
true plan of salvation. After our 
friends had given up their stone 
gods, &c. they left the village, say- 
ing, ‘*We used to worship igno- 


rantly these stones, instead of the | 


living God.” 


LONDON MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS, 


Extract or A LETTER FROM THE Miss. 
SIONARIES AT EIMEO, DATED 30th - 


1818. 
‘The impression of St. Luke’s 


Gospel, in the Taheitean language, 
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ig now completed, viz. 3000 copies ; 
and although we demand, as former- 
Jy mentioned, a quantity of cecoa- 
aut oil,.as the price of each copy, 
to heip in defraying the expense of 
printing more, yet the people man- 
est the utmost. eagerness to obtain 
them. Indeed, the miser’s thirst for 
gold cannot exceed the thirst of 
these people for this portion of the 
word of God, and it is a. matter of 
much concern to us,.that great num- 


bers must go without any for the 


present. Many of the inhabitants 
ef the Palliser’s, and ether islands, 
to the Eastward of Otaheite, have 
also demolished their idols, and he- 
come professed worshippers of the 
true God, and 320 of them have 
lately come to these islands in order 
to obtain books.—Some elementary 
ones have been given to them, but 
ul grieves us-that we cannot let them 
have more. Thus the leaven of the 
Gospel continues to spread among 
the islands, and will, we trust, not 
cease so to do till it has leayened 
the whole Jump. 

* Much readiness is manifested by 
the people in. general to assemble 
to hear the Word of God. Our cone 
gregations are large and attentive, 
and we have reason to believe, that 
the interests of that kingdom which 
“cometh not with observation,’ are 
advancing here. New places of 
worship are frequently opening, 
which, on such occasions, are gen- 
erally crowded. On the 26th in- 
stant, (May, 1818), most of us at- 
tended the opening of a very large. 
place of worship at the West-end of 
this island (Fimeo) belonging to the 
king. Pomare had requested our 
attendance on the occasion. This 
place had formerly been a rendez- 
vous for the Arreoy Society, where 
they carried on their wicked and 
abominable practices. Public meet- 
ings. were held here, and national 
and political affairs arranged and 
settled, attended with the most su- 
perstitious and idolairous rites and 
hnman sacrifices. The congrega- 
tiext which assembled in this place 


MISSIONARY INLELLIGENCE. 


j 


made a very respeciable appear- 
ance, the people being well dress« 
ed, especially the females, many of 
whom were habited in the English 
fashion. Not less than three thou- 
sand were assembled on the occa- 
sion. Brother Nott preached to 
them from Isaiah, Ixvi. 1, 2, Thus 
saith the Lord, the heaven is my 
throne,and the earth is my. footstool, 
&c, Suitable Taheitean hymns were 
sung, and prayers offered up, all'ap- 
pearing attentive, and the utmost 
decorum prevailed in this large as- 
sembly. We believe this scene 
would have greatly rejoiced the 
hearts of our honoured Directors, 
had they been present. 

‘Another circumstance which 
wears a favourable aspect,and seems 
to indicate the advancement of the 
interests of religion, is the appear- 
ance of a missionary spirit: among 
the people, and the formation of a 
Society for the furtherance of the 
Gospel, of which, the King is both 
patron. and president. 

‘On the second Wednesday in the 
present month (May) 1818, we had 
a general meeting,somewhat similar 
to your great ones at the Missionary 
Anniversary in London, at which, 
we trust, we experienced the pres- 
ence of the Lord and received a 
token for good. In the afternoon, 
brother Nott preached.out of doors 
to a large and attentive assembly, 
after which the King delivered to’ 
the auditory an address of consider- 
able length on the propriety of form- 
ing a Society to aid the Missionary’ 
Society in London.—Every member’ 
to subscribe a certain quantity of 
cocoa-nut oil, arrow-root, cotton, or 
a hog, anuually. ‘l'o urge and pro- 
voke them to emulation in this good 
work, he adverted to the formation 
of societies among the Hotteni*.s, 
&c. in Africa, and to their contrib- 
uling, where they have no money, 
their sheep and other property, for 
the furtherance of the gospel. He 
also reminded them of the lfaboar | 
they had performed and of the pains 
they had formerly taken for thesr 
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false gods, and showed how trifling 


the offerings, they were now called 
to make to the true -Ged were, in 
comparison with those they once 
offered to their idols, &c. At the 
close of his speech, he desired the 


people to signify their approbation | 


of the plan proposed, and their wil- 
lingness ‘to consent to it, by holding 
up their right hands, This was ine 
stantly done, and not a hand was 
observed down, in all the large as 
sembly, Rules for the society have 
been drawn up in the Taheitean 
language, by Brother Nott, which 
are to be printed and put up in all 
places of worship throughout this 
island and Otaheite. 

‘ Wher the chiefs and peopte at 
the Leeward dslands are acquainted 
with these proceedings, and have 
the rules laid before them, there is 
no doubt that they will soon form 
similar societies there.* 


* An Auxiliary Society, we ungerstand, las since 
been formed in the island of Huaheine, and another 
is expeeted to be formed at Raietea,to include Taba, 
Borabora, and Marua. 


Extract oF A LETTER FROM MR. 
Caar.es Witson, Missionary, DA- 
TED OTAHEITE, (WavGH’s PLace, 
Ocr.19 ,1918. 


Arter the conversatron-meeting 
last Monday, a man followed me to 
my house, and asked me whether it 
was usual and ‘proper for persons to 
weep when they prayed among the 
bushes. He said his prayers were 
accompanied with weeping. I ask- 
t? He replied, 
that it was when he thought of his 
disobedience and rebellion against 
God, and of the love of Christ, and 
his death for sin and sinners; and 
when he thought of God’s goodness 
towards him, and the return he had 
made,‘ only bad behaviour,’ as he 
expressed it, then he could not re- 
frain from weeping. 
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Exrracr of LerreR rRom 
Mr. CHARLES WILSON. 


Tue Brethren have sent home e 
few copies of the Gospel of St.Luke, 
which they printed at Eimeo. ‘The 
press is now removed to Huaheine, 
and when Mr. Ellis wrote, Nov. 
24th, 1818, the dwelling-house ani 
printing-office were nearly finished, 
and ‘they hoped to get the press to 
work again yery shortly. So eager 
are the people to obtain copies ot 
the Gospel, that it is thought, ten 
thousand will scarcely satisfy the 
demand. 

Some ofthe brethren were about, 
if possible, to make another print- 
ing-press for Otaheite. We fear, 
however, that this is scarcely prac- 
ticable ; nor will it be necessary, as 
two additional presses have been 
‘sept out for their use, 


EDINBURGH MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


SIBERIA. 


Mr. Swan Ane Ma. 


Extract oF A LETTER FRom Dr, 
PATTERSON, DATED St. PETERS- 
BURG, 29th NovemBER, O. S. 1819. 


‘I nave now to inform you that 
our dear missiovary friends took 


their departure for Siberia on the: 


27th instant. They proceeded with 


exactly the same advantages andthe - 
same recommendations asour friends © 


did this trme two years. They have 
taken letters to all the governors, 
all the post-directors in the chief 
towns, and ean open fetter to all the 


post-masters on the road; a free 
passport, fort horses, which saves 


them seven or eight hundred rou- 
bles, and a postillion to act as a guard 
and servant, from one direction té 
another, allthe way. More could 
not be desired for them than what 
government has, of its own accord, 
granted them. They are even or- 


_ dered to be furnished with money 
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to what extent they require, in case 
they run short before arriving at the 
place of their destination. Prince 
Galitzin, and his excellency, Mr. 
Papoff, have been peculiarly kind 
to them, for which, both vou and 
they are their debtors. When our 
friends expressed to the prince how 
much they were indebted to him, 
he replied, that it was their duty to 
do all they had done for them: Our 
private friends have not been less 
kind to them.’ 

The eldest of the two Saisangs, 
who have been employed in St. Pe- 
tersburg, in the translation of the 
Scripturesinto theMongoliantongue, 
accompanies Mr. Swan, and travels 
with him in the same kabitka. The 
Emperor made him a handsome pre- 
sent for his outfit. 

Mr. Rahmn (at Sarepta) is in good 
spirits, labouring hard at the lan- 
guage, and distributing gospels and 
tracts among the Calmucks in the 
neighbourhood ; he intends soon to 
take ajourney among them. Mrs. 
Rahmn’s health is improving, and, 
among other things, tends to show 
that he is in his place. The go- 
vernment highly approve of his 
going to the Calmucks. 


DOMESTIC MISSION. 


OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
Bartist MissionaRy SociETy oF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


_ Ow Wednesday the 31st of May ult. 
the Baptist Missionary Society of Massa- 
chusetts held its annual meeting at the 
Second Baptist Meeting-house in Boston. 
_ At 9 o’clock in the morning the Rev. 
George Phippin delivered an appropriate 
Sermon introductory to business, from 
Num. xiv, 21. The members being call- 
ed to order, the Rev. William Gammell 
opened the meeting for business with 
prayer. The following Report of the 
Trustees for the last year was then read. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


_ Custom has made it proper, and 
indeed, the continued prosperity of a 
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Charitable 6ociety makes it necessary, 


that those who have the management 
of its concerns, should exhibit. an’annu- 


al acccunt of the manner in which they 
have discharged their trust. 


Men who are conscious of the recti- 
tude of their «aims, will be glad of an 
opportunity of submitting their meas- 
ures tu the light of public investigation, 
Nat to gain the meed of applause, but to 
‘satisfy the reasonable inquiries of their 


friends, and to secure their steady sup- _ 
port of an object which is intended to 


promote the salvation of men. 

_ Under the influence of these views, 
the Trustees of the Baptist Missionary 
Society of Massachusetts welcome the 
return of this day, and beg leave re- 
spectfully to submit the following 


REPORT. 


In performing the duties assigned 
them by this Society, the Board have 
employed a number of Missionaries, who 
have been zealous!y engaged in preach- 
ing the gospel in different and very dis- 
tant parts of the United States. As 
you will be able to form a more correct 
idea of the nature and extent of their 
labours, from their own statements, than 
from any general remarks of our own, 
we-will present you with a few extracts 
from their journals and letters. 

Rev. Josiah Houghton has spent ten 
weeks in the service cf this Socicty, in 
the State of Maine. The towns of Vi- 
enna, Farmington, Industry, Starks, 
Anson, New-Vineyard, Kingfield, Ches- 
terville, St , and Wayne were bless- 
ed with his ministerial labours, He re- 
marks, “perhaps you may wonder 
that I did not preach more ,than fiit 
sermons in ten weeks, but, great dili- 
gence Was necessary to pertorm what I 
did, as the country is new in most pla- 
ces, and the travelling bad. The peo- 
ple generally heard very attentively, 
and were glad that you remembered 
them in their low estate. They also 
earnestly requested that you would still 
remember them. On the atccunt of 
great scarcity of money in the towns 
which TJ visited, I could procure no aid 
tothe Board. I formed two Missicna- 
ry Sccieties, one in Industry, the other 
in Anson, who will contribute to the 
Board directly, or to those Missicnaries 
whom you may send among them. 
MayGcd enable you tosend some Mission- 
aries to those whom J have recommend- 
ed toyour compassion ; ang it will cheer 
the spirits of your unworthy servant 
who feels their case to be such as needs 
the best helps that can be obtained.” _ 

Rev. Nehemiah Lamb, who had his 
appointment of three months previous, 
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to our last annual meeting, has fulfilled 
it all since that period, He has been 
abundant.in labours, and has preached 
jn season and out of season, in the North 
East parts of the State of Pennsylvania, 
and in very destitute portions of the 
State of New-York. During his tour, 
he had the pleasure of administerin 
the ordinance of Baptism to sever: 
hopeful converts. He mentions the joy 
and gratitude with which he was re- 
ceived as a missionary of Christ. 

Rev. Edward Davenport has been 
employed in the service of this Society 
for the term of three months. Assoon 
as he received his appointment, he pro- 
ceeded to the state of Pennsylvania. In 
Tioga County, which is in a deplorable 
condition as to gospel privileges, he 
preached from one to three times every 
day. He writes, “Novem. 27, I preach- 
edin thetown of Dalmar. In this vicin- 
ity the Lord has poured cut his Spirit not 
only to the conviction, but to the cenver- 
sion of many sinners, even without the 
instrumentality of his ministers, for none 
had visited the place for a long time, if 
ever they had. But after the “Lord 
had beer there, he sent one of his ser- 
vants, Elder Ovit, to lead them into the 

ractice of the gespe). This good man 
aptized eighteen persons a few weeks 
before my arrivalin the place. These 
converts appeared to have learnt more 
of God, and of their duty to him ina 
few days, than many in the more fa- 
vuored parts of the country learn in 20 
years. Attheir request, I agreed on 
my return, to assist in their organiza- 
tion asa Church. After continuing in 
this vicinity one week, I crossed the Al- 
leghany mountains, and came toa re- 
gion where many of the inhabitants had 
never heard a sermon since they had re- 
sided there, as no Missionary bad ever 
travelled that route before, ‘The people 
appeared much affected on hearing the 
word. I visited one house where the 
woman told me that her children had 
never heard asermon oraprayer. Her 
oldest child was then in his sixteenth 
year. J prayed with, and delivered to 
the family a short disccurse, which af- 
fected them much. I travelled as far 
West as the upper settlement on Pota- 
toe Creek, west of Potter County, and I 
could not learn that there was one or- 
dained minister in the three neighbeur- 
ing Counties. The people express d 
great gratitude to God, and to the Soci- 
ety for sending a Missionary among them, 
They contributed about $16,00, and ex- 
pressed great anxiety that Missionaries 
might be appointed to visitthem. They 
gave the assurance that they would do 
allin their power to assist in this best of 
causes.” 
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Rev, Peter P. Roots, who has for ma- 
ny years been in the service of this So- 
ciety, has had an appointment from the 
Board to labour as their Missionary for 
nine months. 3 

A poor and destitute people of differ. 
ent denominations, (and of no denomi- 
nation,) living in the towns of ‘Lansing 
and Groton, have requested me to sup- 
ply them two Lord’s days in each month, 
till November or December. ‘They 
‘have proposed to contribute something 
hereafter in grain, to assist the funds of 
the Society. ‘Ibis request was made 
before I received your last appointment, 
yet, as they are poor, destitute, aud in 
general moneyless, I thought it proper 
to comply w.th their request, and to 
spend the rest of the time in itinerating 
in places around them. I have lately 
visited New-Stockbridce, where I was 
received with much affection by the In- 
cians. At one house where I preached, 
I saw a young Indian woman, who had 
obtained a hope about a year ago. She 
appeared modest, humble, and pious. 
She manifested a desire to know how to 
read the Bible, a love to the people of 
God, and a concern for poor sinners. 
Most of the people among whom I have 
spent my time, are, .r. But many of 
them love to hear th yxospel preached. 
And theugh they ha e not money to 
give, yet they manifest their gratitude 
by words, and by kind treatment to their 
Missionaries. “hough their accommo. 
dations are often pocr, and the fare 
coarse and scanty ; the true Missionary 
is frequently pained tosee them discom- 
mode themselves to make him comfor- 
table. Sometimes they sleep on the 
floor, that he may rest in their bed ; 
whilst there is only one room to accom- 
mocate themselves and their visitors. 

Rev. Isaac Case has spent three 
months in missionary labours, principal- 
ly in the State of Vermont. He visited 
a number cf small churches, which are 
destitute of stated pastors, where his 
labours were cordially received, and 
proved very beneficial. Several con- 
tributions were received for Missicnary 

urposes, In the church at Marshfield, 

e remarks, ‘there was a sister, by 
the name cf Clarissa Pitkin, who made 
a public profession when abvut thirteen 
years of age. ‘This was twenty years 
age. She adorned her professicn in life, 
and was happyindeath. She left about 
160 dollars to the Foreign Mission. Jt 
is in the hands of her brother, who re- 
guested the circumstance to be commu- 
nicated, and will be payable in abcut foar 

ears. Resides the above named towns, 
‘visited Auburn, and preached cnc 
Lord’s day in the State Prison. After 
public worship, I visited the prisprerg, 
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and conversed with them from cell to 
cell. There are about 200 in number, 
and I hope some cf them have been con- 
verted since their confinement. I have 
the satisfaction to inform you, that in 
many places in these regions there js a 
lorious revival of religion, especially in 
omer, T'ruxton, and the East part of 
Scipio. A new church has lately been 
formed in U) and forty or fifty 
ave been added to it by baptism.” 


The following ministers of Christ have 
also been appointed for the time affix- 
to their respective names. 


Names. 

Rev. William Throop, 
Samuel Churchill, 
Daniel Mason, 
Henry Hil-, 
Ferdinand Ellis, 
James Parsons, 

Elisha Andrews, 
Henry Kendall, 
Nathaniel Otis, 
Robert Mitchell, 
Augustus Bolles, 
Emory Osgood, 
Meses Harrington, 
Flavel Shurteff, 


Several of the above named brethren 
have accepted their appointments, and 
have made their returns. Others are 
now actively engaged in the service of 
the Board, but have not yet favoured 
us with an account of their missionary 
exertions ; and some have not found it 

tent to labour under the patronr 
ace of the Board. 

We have thus, dear brethren and 
friends, given vou a brief outline of the 
proceedings of the Board since your 
fast annual meeting. We think there 
is much in the statements we have 
made, to excite your sympathies, and 
animate you to greater and continued 
exertion. 

You still hear the painful and affect- 
ing intelligence, that there are la 
districts of our country destitute of the 
stated ministry of the gospei. Such is 
the dispersed and scattered condition of 
the pepulation, they can have no hopes 
of hearing the word of life, the ministry 
of reconciliation, unless your genersus 
aid isgranted, in sending ameng them 
the servants of the Most High God. 
Withtears of gratitude for past assist- 
ance,mingled with sensations of trem- 
bling hope, they beg of you still to re- 
member them—stil]l to send them the 
gospd of yoursalvation. We hopetheir 
entreaties will not bein vain. We hope 
theiranxious expectations wi'l not ter- 
minae in disappointment. While the 
‘eelings of a noble and exp2nsive be- 
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nevolence lead you to commiserate and 
exert yourselves for the natives of far 
distant Asia, we Cannot believe that you 
will forget, or overlook, the te 
Situation of your own countrymen, of 
those who are bone A ed bone and 
flesh of your flesh. ere the and 
mitted to address you, some of them 

might with truth say; “ We are breth- 

ren, Children of the same Father ; once 

we formed .a part of the same social cir- 

cle, were inhabitants of the same town, 

and associates, and partners, in the ear 

ty and tender scenes of youth.” Surely 

these are Considerations which must a 

waken your sympathies in their behalf. 
Place yourselves in imagination in their 

case. Influenced perhaps by the hope of 
acquiring property, you have taken up 

your abcde in some lonely and seques- 

tered part of the wilderness—Your lor 
house is erected, and a few acres ot 
ground are cleared, but you have no 

society to sweeten the toils of labour, or 

to partake with you in your simple fare 

—the Sabbath returns, but no place of 
worship appears to give interest or va- 

riety to the scene—All is still and sol-. 
emn as the solitudes in which you dwell. 

Your children almost forget there is such 

a day—and when a missionary comes 

along, you indeed feel * how beautiful 

upon the mountains are the feet of him 

that bringeth good tidings, that bringeth 

tidings of peace and salvation.” O! how 

grateful would you feeitothatSociety who 

should send you a messenger of mercy to 

cheer your drooping spirits, and to in- 
struct you and yourchildren in the way of 
life. it the golden Rule of the Saviour, 

**do ye unto others as ye would that they 

should do unto you,” be impressed on 

your hearts, we need say no more on 

this affecting subject—You will esteem 

jt an honour to send Missionaries, who, 

like John the Baptist, shall be as the 

voice cf one crying in the wilderness, 

prepare “e the way of the Lord, and 

who shall turn the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the just. 

it would be ungrateful not to record 

the kindness of Providence, in raising 

up friends from time to time, who by 

fiberal donations and bequests have 

replenished the func's of this Society. 

During the last year Mrs. Lydia Spar- 

hawk, a member of the First Baptist 

Church in this town, left by wili the 

sum of 1000 dollars, the interest of 

which is to be ap riated for the sup- 

port of Missionaries, by the ‘I'rustees of 
the Baptist Missionary Society of Mas- 

sachuset!s. May others imitate her iau- 

dabie example. 

In closing our R we would men- 

tion, with feelings of affection and re- 
spect, the great loss which the Board 
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and the Society have sustained in the 
death of a beloved brcther and associ- 
ate, the Rev. James M. WrycHe.t, 
He felt a deep interest in the welfare 
of this Society. No labours either of the 
head, the heart, or the hand were with- 
held, when he could promote its good. 
If he hed any distinguishing trait of 
character, it was .the enlarged aad lib- 
eral feelings with which he sought to pro- 
mote the general interests of Zion, and 
especially the gereral interests of thc 
denemination to which he was affec- 
tionately and conscientiously attached. 


It was his dying farewell remark to one 


of this Board, that, ‘‘ had it been the 
will of God, he should like to have liv- 
ed longer with those ministering breth- 
ren with whom he had enjoyed such un- 
interrupted harmony of intercourse.— 
But, said he, @s this is not to be the case, 
tell them frem me—*“ Be faithful, but 
prudent.” He desired that his brethren 
might be impressed with the admoni- 
tion, and surely there can be no occa- 
sion more suitable than the present, to 
have it indelibly fixed on our minds, 
‘‘Work while the day lasts, for the 
night cometh in which no Man can 
work.” 
In behalf of the Trustecs, 
DANIEL SHARP, Sec’rys 


On motion of Rev. G. F. Davis, sec- 
ended by Mr. G. L, Freeman, the above 
Report was unanimously accepted. 


From the statements presented, it ap- 


peared that the efforts of this Society for 
disseminating the gospel among the des- 
titute continue unabated. Their Mis- 
sionaries have travelled in many of the 
United States, and often pleasing suc- 
cess has attended their labours. ‘The 

ntlemen, who moved and seconded 
the acceptance of the Report, address- 
ed the Secicty with much interest, ad- 
verting to the state of the world, as ur- 
gently calling for missionary efforts, and 
presenting many powerful inducements 
ior increased exertions, 

The Report of the Treasurer wds 
presented to the Society; and, on mo- 
tion of Rev. Lucius Bolles, seconded b 
Rev Wm; Gammell, was accepted. 
From this Report, it was pleasing to no- 
tice that the liberal patronage of the 
public was continued. The Societv has 
been organized nearly twenty years, 


and, on an average, more than 1000 © 


doilars annually have been furnished to 
istreasury. The gentlemen, who ad- 
dressed the Society on the acceptince 
of the Treasurer’s Report, adverted 
with much pleasure to the aid which 
the funds derive from the publication ef 


BAPTIST MISSTONARY SOCIETY OF MASSACHUSETTS. FS: 


the American Baptist Magazine. This 
work is published under the patronage 
of the Socrety, and its profits devoted.to 
missionary objects. kt is published once. 
in two months, and furnished to subscri- 
bers at the very cheap rate of 75 cents a 
year. But although it is one of the cheap- 
est periodical publications of its size in 
Christendom, yet from prudent manage- 
ment as well as an extensive patronage, 
the conductors deposited in the Missiona= 
ry Funds 300dols. the last year, and 500 
dollars more the present, being prafits 


arising from the work. Numerous mo- | 


tives were offered to excite increased 
efforts among the friends of Missions in 
favour of this imteresting publication, 
which, while it diffuses religious knowl- 
edge, can, by pecuniary assistance de- 
rived its aid im 
sending the sel to the destitute. 

On ip of Rey. David Benedict, 
seconded by Rev. George Keeley, the 
cordial thanks of the Seciety were pre- 
sented to the Churches, Societies,. and 


individuals who have contributed te the. 
funds. The aid derived from Female 


Missionary and Mite Societies was par- 
ticularly and gratefully noticed. The 
influence of virtuous and pious females 
on society in general, and the success. 
which attends their efforts in the pro- 
metion of religion in particular, was. 
very happily presented to view. 

‘otes of thanks were also presented to 
the Officers and Frustees ot the Socie- 
ty. ‘Lhe proceedings of the meeting 
were a pleasing and enccuragivg exhi- 
bition of harmony, christian affectron and 
benevolent concern for the prosperity 
a extension of the Redeemer’s king- 

m. 


The following persons were elected 
oeficers for the year ensuing +— 


AFTON, Vice-Presidenz 
« LINCOLN, 
DANIEL SHARP, Secretary. 


PRUSTEES. 


Rev. D. Benedi: 
Wm. Gammell, 
“ Charles Trai 
Bela Jaco 


Rev. E. Williams, 
Bolles, 
“ Stephen Gano, - 
Wm..Colher, bs, 

cbn'r Neison ames Lori 

§.S. Nelson,” © Heman Linesin, 
George Keeley, Levi Farwell. 


In the evening, the Rev. Stephen Ga- : 


no delivered an interesting and appro- 
priate Sermon at Dr. Baldwin’s Meet- 
ing-House, before the Society, from 2 
Cor. x. 4. Lor the weapons of our war- 


Sure are not carnal, but mighty through 


God to the fling down of strong holds. 
After which, a collection was taken ter 


the benefit ct the Society, 
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New-HampshirRE Barist DoMESTIC 
Mission Socigry. 


Tuts Society was organized at Con- 
eord, N.H. June 2, 1819. It appears 
to be the special design of its patrons, 
to supply the destitute parts of New- 
Hampshire with the ministry of the 
gospel. We sincerely rejoice that the 
triends of Christ in that region are a- 
wake to this important object; and that 
they are adopting systematic measures 
for the purpose of carrying their pious 
and benevolent desires into effect. We 
hope the affecting statements, ane the 
powerful appeals which are contained 
in their first “* Address” to the public, 
will excite a deep and lively interest in 
favour of this new Society. 
deny ourselves the pleasure of presenting 
te our numerous readers an extract from 
the Address to which we have alluded. 

Editors. 

** We would affectionately invite your 
attention to the important object of this 
Society, which is the dissemination of the 
gospel and the poeeete oi its ordinan 
ces in all parts of New-Hampshire, 
which are destitute of these mvaluable 
blessings. ‘Truly the fields are exten- 
sive and the labourers are few. In this 
State there are fifty-three regular Bap- 
tist Churches, and rising tAree thousand 
seven hundred communicants, with oniy 
thirty-five ministers, which leaves eigh- 
teen regularly constituted churches des- 
titute of pastors toieed them. But this 
is not all; our hearts ache, our eyes 
weep, that we are under the painful ne- 
cessity of telling you, of ‘Town Sccieties 
and tracts in this territory, which are 
not only destitute of regular gospel in- 
Struction, bet overrun with the nox- 
jons productions of ignorance and im- 
morality. ‘* Come cver and help us,” 
is the cry of the few pious in these drea- 
ry wastes of our beloved State. We 
rejoice that you are able, and we believe 
that you are willing; yea, that your 
hearts pant to assist us; therfore that 
you may have a proper medium effi- 
ciently to combine and apply your ener- 
vies for the accomplishment of this great 
and good work, we have formed a So- 
ciety, and now respectfully present you 
the following constitution. In the organ- 
ization of this Society, (we trust) we 
been governed by a sincere desire 


to exhibit the glory of God, and promote 


the highest interests of our cear fellow 
men. Though we do not believe these 
United States to be more deplorably 
destitute of religious instruction than any 
other Christian nation, yet we do believe 
the State of New-Hampshire needs ma- 
ny more apostolic. labourers in the gos- 


EFFORTS TO CHRISTIANIZE 


We cannot 


July, 


pel of our blessed Master, than are now 
within its limits, We therefore pray 
you for Christ’s sake, and as you value 
the souls of your fellow ‘creatures, to 
give this Society your sanction, ycur 
names, a portion of ycur p rty, and 
your fervent prayers; in so doing, your 
consciences will approve, angels will re- 
joice, and through the smiles of Heaven 
on your endeavours, thousands will rise 
up and call you blessed. 

Viewing the subject in this light, we 
see and feel that something ought to be 
done. Saints are without the adminis- 
tration of the ordinances of the gospel, 
and sinners are perishing for want of 
knowledge. Brethren, something must 
be done. We will pray the Lord to 
send more labourers into his vineyard; 
but not only so, we will contribute of our 
substance for the sepport of the mission- 
aries of the Cross, while they unfold to 
perishing thousands the riches of Christ. 
We will enccurage others to give, and 
thus bring all the tithes into the store- 
house, and prove the Lord herewith, if 
He will net open the windows of heaven 
and pour us out ablessing, that there be 
not room to receive it. Let every 
church contribute scmething ; let every 
individual cast in his mite, and we have 
no doubt, the aggregate will be suffi- 
cient. Let male and female, Cent and 
Mite Societies be formed among you. 
Let your communicated mites like the 
multiplied drops of a copious rain, swell 
the river of Ife until its exhilarating 
streams shall gladden the whole earth. 

The following gentlemen were elec- 
ted for the year ensuing: 


Rev. OTIS ROBINSON, President. 

Rev. FERDINAND ELLIS, Vice-Presidem. 
Rev. CHARLES O. KIMBALL, Secretar:/. 
Deac. WILLIAM CATE, Treasurer. 


TRUSTEES. 


Rev. DANIEL MERRILL, 
MATTHEW BO 
JOHN GIBSON, 
WILLIAM TAYLOR, 
HENRY VEAZEY, 
PHINEHAS RICHARDSON. 


HAMILTON BAPTIST MIS- 
SIONARY SOCIETY, N. Y. 


EFFORTS. TO CHRISTIANIZE THE AMER- 
ICAN INDIANS. 


(Continued from page 340.) 


Mr. WixuiAMs had rendered such 
important services to your Committee 
as their interpreter, and in giving them 
much necessary information Concerning 
the condition, habits and customs of the 
Indians, and of the most successful way 
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of treating with them, anc taking an ev- 
ident interest in the success of your un- 
dertaking; it was thought an object of 
much importance to the final result of 
your wishes that he should attend the 
Council at Buffalo He said. he was 
not able to be at the expense of the jour- 
ney himself, but should be willing to go 
if Providence should open the way for 
jt. Your Committee, by the advice of 
their brethren present, engaged to de- 
fray some part of his expenses, if he 
would go, tothe ammount of $25. He fi- 
nally concluded to go, and his services 
have been of wnuch importance to the 
object of this Society. 

On receiving the necessary instruc- 
tions from the rest of the Committee, 
Brother Kendrick set out tor Buffalo, 
accompanied by Deacon Oimstead, of 
Hamiiton. Elder Warren, who was 
much in the spirit of the undertaking, 
carried the staff heme, and took upa 
collection among his people of five dol- 
lars, to aid in defraving the expenses of 
the Committee. He also laid the sub- 
ject before the Cayuga Association, and 
took up a Collection of about $30, to aid 
the object. The Association also ap- 
printed a Committee of three, viz. El- 
der Witter, Deacon Sessions, and Bro- 
ther Burgess, to meet and act with your 
Committee at the Council 

After attending the Cayuga Associa- 
tion, your Committee, with Brother 
Olmsted, thought it important that they 
should visit the Ontario Association in 
their way, and make them acquainted 
with the operations going forward, to 
spread the Gospel among the Indians. 
This Association appeared to imbibe 
the spirit of the undertaking, and they 
made choice of Elder Solomon Goodale 
to attend the Council, and act with those 
already under appointment. 

Similar attention would have been 
paid to the Genesee Association, had 
there been time for your Committee to 
attend their meeting, and reach Buffalo 
at the time appointed for the Council to 
meet. It is presumed, if a mission goes 
into effect among the Indians, it will re- 

ive the support of the Genesee and 
Holland Purchase Associations. 

It was found that the time of the 
meeting of the Indian Council at Buffa- 
fo, was prolonged, from twelve to twen- 
ty days from the adjournment at Onei- 
da. The several Committees met at 
Buffalo, at the time Jast agreed on, which 
was the first day of October. A still 
further delay on the part of the Indians 
was experienced by the Committees, 
The Indians just began to come in from 
neighbouring tribes, the day appointed 
for the Council to form, and it was not 
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till six days after that they were gener- 
ally together, 

The Committee were favoured with 
an early interview with Captain Parish, 
an agent of the United States for In- 
dian affairs. They stated to him their 
object, and he had the goodness to fa- 
vour it, and very cheerfully tendered 
his aid to carry it into effect. He gave 


# general statement of the condition of 


that part of the Six Nations that reside 
in this state, Their number is about 
four thousand seven hundred. He said 
the Indians were sensible that the time 
had arrived, when some alteration must 
take place with them. They got but 
little by fishing and hunting, and if they 
remain where they are, they must turn 
their attention to agriculture for sup- 
port. fle was in favour of bringing 
them ail together upon some one of their 
reservations, and of introducing agricul- 
ture, schools and mechanics among 
them. He thought it useless to educate 
them in their own language. They 
have no hooks—they_ have nv alphabet, 
nor grammar-~their language is not re- 
duced to a system—it is very limited, 
and contains but few words which de- 
note ideas of God and religion. They 
speak several different languages, and 
different dialects of the same language, 
so that a number of the different tribes 
very imperfectly understand each oth- 
er. He thought it much better to teach 
them the English language, which would 
render them far more accessible by civ- 
ilized societies contiguous to them, and 
facilitate their reform from their wild 
state, to that of Civilization and religion. 
He further observed that Congress, at 


their last session, passed a law to give ~ 


all the Indians within the United States, 
ten thousand dollars annually, to pro- 
mote schools and agriculture amon 


sthem, provided they apply an equ 


sum of their annuities to the same ob- 
jects ;—-that he had made this commu- 
nication to the Indians assigned to his 
agency, but had not obtained their an- 
swer ; that he should insist on their an- 
swer at this Council. 

The Committees were much gratified 
at the arrival of Mr. Williams, who ap- 
peared as deeply interested in the suc- 
cess of their undertaking, as he mfni- 
fested at Oneida. He acknowledged 
the receipt of twenty-five dollars, by the 
hand of Elder Spencer, which your 
Committee engaged him. Hisinfluence 
both in preaching and in conversation 
appeared to be much with the Indians, 
as well pagans, as those who are friend- 
ly to Christianity. 

About the time the General Council! 
was to convene, Red Jacket collected 
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a number of the Onondagas and 

das, at the Tonawanta village, with an 

evident design to strengthen the pagan 

party, and defeat the objects of the Coun- 

cil, as far as civilization and religion 

were concerned. It was reported that 
he did not succeed to his wishes, and 
could not prevent them from attending 

the General Council. Although the 

Tonawantas had long been the seat of 
pagan opposition, and their chief men 

continued violent in their prejudices a- 

gainst every appearance of Christianity, 
yet a respectable number of their young 
men rose in opposition to their’fathers, 
and declared themselves in favour of 
receiving the Gospel. ‘They said they 
would not object to their Chiefs retain- 
ing their office, but they should not sub- 

mit to their authority, if they opposed 

the introduction of the Christian relig- 

jon among them. This tribe are be- 
tween three and fuur hundred in num- 

ber; ona fertiletract of land, consist- 

ing of three thousand six hundred acres, 

en the Tonawanta Creek, about twelve 
miles from Batavia. 

Delegates from different tribes were 
holding meetings for several days, be- 
fore the whole arrived, during which 
time the Committee had frequent inter- 
views with Captain Parish and Mr. 
Williams, and also with Mr. Hyde, a 
Presbyterian Missionary among the Buf- 

los. They also had occasional oppor~ 
tunities with a number of Indians, and 
made the most favourable arrangement 
in their power, to bring the subject of 
their mission before the Council, accom- 
panied with those circumstances, the 
best calculated to ensure success. 

Wednesday, the 6th of October, was 
finally agreed on, as the day for the 
Council to form. The brethren from 
the Cayuga Association found it neces- 
sary to return home, before the conven- 
ing of the Council. Brother Olmsted, 
who went with your Committee and re- 
ceived an appointment from the Cayu- 

Associaticn, authorizing him to act 
officially with the rest, was responsible 
to the public for his return by the thir- 
teenth of the month. Your Committee 
being connected with him in travelling, 
was compeled to return with him. 
They left Buffalo, the morning of the 
sixth instant, the day the Council was 
toform. The dav previous, however, 
they met a number of Chiefs in private 
council, and by the assistance of Cap- 
tain Parish, informed them of the occa- 
sion of their leaving, and that Elder 
Goodale with Mr. Wiiliams would re- 
main, who would be intrusted with all 
the communications to the Council your 
Committee would have to make, and 
Pursuant 
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to this arrangement, instructions were 
given to Elder Goodale, together with 
a communication he was to present to 
the Council, accompanied with such 
verbal remarks as he should thick prop- 
er; and he was requested to make the 
earliest Communication to your Com- 
mittee, of the final result of the Council, 
His returns were received by the last 
mail, which were as favourable to your: 
wishes as could be expected. Uhe 
most of the tribes are in favour of re- 
ceiving the Gospel, and all are in favour 
of schools. 


COMMUNICATION, 


The Commmittee from the Boord of 
the Hamilton Missionary Society, and 
the Cayuga and Ontario Associations 
request the attention of the Chief 
men of the several nations met in 
Council at Buffalo. 


Brethren, 


WE are glad tosee you in health, and 
to meet you at your Council fire. Our 
Fathers and Brethren, who have sent 
us to you, have been ,prospered with 
health and the goo’ things of this world, 
and enjoy the blessings of Christi:nity. 
They have been sending out Missiona- 
ries into this part of the state, and to 
other places, to preach the Gospel to 
their white brethren, and have gone by 
your people. God has lately put it in- 
to their hearts to pray for your people, 
and to desire to do them good. ‘They 
sent us here to know your minds, wheth- 
er you will open your doors for our Mis- 
sionaries to come and preach the Gos- 
pel to you. 

We were sent to the Great Councit 
lately held at Oneida, and were kindly 
received by the Fathers at that Ccun- 
cil, who said many things to us, in fa- 
vour of Christianity, which we were 
glad tc hear. We informed them, that 
our people were desirous to send the 
Gospel among them, and to assist them 
in educating their children. 

They were very thankful for all we 
said to them, and told us they considered 
us their friends, but they could not give 
us an answer then, but would take the 
subject under consideration. 

They told us there would be arovher 
great Council in twenty days at Buffalo, 
and then they would give us an answer, 

Now, Brethren, we have come to see 
you, and hear what you have to say on 
the subject. 

We are informed that the Oneidas, 
Buffaloes and Tuscareras have missiona- 
ries who are sent to them from other Se- 
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cieties: We wish to go and assist those 
who are destitute. 
pelis very important, and is a great 
blessing to those who receive it. It 
teaches us the mind of God, and how 
our souls my be happy after death. 
Our fathers were once without the 
Gospel as you have been—they were in 
darkness and were a poor distressed peo- 
ple; but when the gospel was made 
known tothem, they received it, and em- 
braced the light. ‘This has been a great 
blessing to them, and to us. We are 
lad our fathers embraced Christianity, 
or we find it a good thing, 

If you embrace the Gospel, you will 
be as well off as we are, and your chil- 
dren will be as well instructed as ours, 
You, perhaps, think the gospel makes 
peuple worse, because you see many 
white people worse than Indians; butit 
is not the Gospel that makes them so. 
Those who live wicked lives among 
white people, are opposed to the Gospel, 
and God is displeased with them and will 
destroy them if they do not repent. 

The good Book, which God has given 
us, enlightens our minds and informs us 
how we should worship him. {[t gives 
us an account of his Son, whom he has 
sent into the world to save us. Those 
who love God, and repent of their sins, 
wi love the Son of Gad, and believe on 
um. 

If your fathers, who loved God and 
repented of their sins, had been acquaint- 
ed with the Son of God, they would not 
have rejected him, but would have re- 
seived his Gospel. 

Tunis Book, which reveals the mind of 


e think the Gos- 


God, and gives us an account of his Son, 
who died tor sinners, is read by a great 
part of the world, and is enlightening 
their minds. There are a t many 
Societies formed to send this Book to 
those who want it, and they would be ve- 
ry glad to send it to you and send Mis- 
Sionaries to explain it. 

There are many nations of Indians on 
the other side of the great waters, that 
are now embracing Christianity, and our 
Missionaries are preaching tothem. Our 
people have translated the sre Book in- 
to their languages, and they begin to 
read and understand it. 

We are sending Missionaries among 
a number of tribes of Indians in the South 
Western parts of the United States. 

The Cherokees, Chickasaws, Shaw- 
nees, Choctaws, and many other tribes 
are receiving the Gospel. 

Now, Brethren, we hope you will con- 
sider the subject, and we hope God wii! 
open your eyes to receive the light, and 
open your hearts to receive the Gospel, 
that you may become an enlightened and 


happy people. 

We i you will give us an answer 
to all we have said to you as soon as you 
can make up your minds, that we may 
inform our fathers and brethren who 
have sent us to you. : 


NATHANIEL KENDRICK, 
SOLOMON GOODALE, 
JONATHAN OLMSTED, 
SETH BURGESS, 
AMASA SESSIONS. 

Dated at Buffalo, October 5, 1819. 
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LETTER FROM THE REV. ADONIRAM 
éupson, gun. to DR. BALDWIN, DATED 


; Rangoon, December 9, 1819. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


Since my last, we have had the hap- 
piness of baptizing two more Burmans, 
whose names are Moung Thahlah and 
Moung Byaa; the former, a young man 
of considerable talents and reading; the 
latter, an old man of fifty, who has been 
learning to read in our evening s¢hoo}. 
Moung Nau, the first conyert, continues 
faithfully attached to the,cause. Our 
fourth is a poor fisherman, whose exercis- 
es for a few days were very strong and 
satisfactory, but he was obliged to go to 
sea before we thought it adviseable to 
give him baptism, Qur fifth is stil] an 
mquirer mere] y,—a teacher of learning 


and distinction, and possessed of the v 
first abilities. But soon after he began 
to manifest an open attachment to us, 
Satan became unusually disturbed, and 
sent one of his faithful servants to the 
Viceroy, with a complaint, that our friend 
had renounced the religion of the coun- 
try. The Viceroy said, “inquire fur- 
ther;”’ and this portentous sentence, im- 
lying that a renunciation of the estab- 
fished religion would not pass with impu- 
nity, carried such terror to the heart of our 
poor Nicodemus, that he directly fled.to 
his accuser, made his peace with him, 
and almost forsock us. This little cir- 
cumstance, strange as it may ¢eem to one 
living under a free government, spread 
dismay among ail our acquaintance ; and 
for above a month we have been nearly 
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deserted by all, except those who have 
actually joined us. | 

The new king, moreover, has remitted 
the persecution of his grandfather, and 
restored the priests of Boodh to their for- 
mer privileges; so that all the devout 
throughout the land are quite mad on 
their idols. 

In a word, such is the state of things, 
that though there are many, I am certain, 
who have some desire to inquire further 
into the christian religion, they are afraid 
to come near us. 

Brother Colman and myself, have there- 
fore concluded to follow your advice, by 
going up to Ava, and laying our business 
before the monarchs We have some 
hope, that the Lord will incline him to 
hold out to us the golden sceptre, like 
another Ahasuerus, and become a protec- 
tor of the infant cause. But ft is almost 
too great a favour to hope for. And yet 
this favour we must obtain, or relinquish 
some of our dearest and most sacred 
hopes. O what a trying case! None 
¢an know or experience, the uncertain- 
ties and anxieties of our present situation. 
But we sometimes rest on the Saviour, 
and derive sweet consolation from the 
assurance, that ‘* our Jesus will do all 
things well.” 

I trust that my letter on the reprimand, 
will be satisfactory to all my friends. I 
am truly sensible of their kindness in tak- 
mg such a deep interest in my character 
and welfare. But I must say, that the 
whole affair appears to me exceeding- 
ly insignificant, in comparison with the 
great object which now engrosses ail 
the faculties cf our souls—the introduc- 
tion of the Megsjiah’s kingdom into the 
empire of Burmah. O if we may be 
instrumental of saving a few precious 
souls from heathen perdition, Jet our 
names lie in oblivion or disgrace till the 
greatday. I was sensible, however, that 
some explanation was necessary ; for the 
Baptists could not be justified in patron- 
izing an exceptionable character. 

You will doubtless hear from Bengal, 
the particulars of the death of our la- 
mented Brother Wheelock. 


Yours most respectfully, 
A. JUDSON, jr. 


Mr. Colman remarks, in a Jetter to Mr. 
Sharp, “ Yesterday we visited the Vice- 
roy, for the purpose of obtaining permis- 
sion to leave Rangoon, and nr--eed to 
the golden feet. He treate. us very 
kindly, and said that he would appoint 
an officer to conduct us on our way. 
The interpreter says that bis Highness 
intends giving us a letter of mtroduction 
to the king.” 
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The Burmans are truly systematic in 
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LetreR FRom Mrs. Jepson, To HER 

PARENTS, DATED 

Rangoon, Mission House, Aug.4, to Dec. 8, 1819, 
My dear Parents & Sisters, 

I HAVE just been round to all the schol- 
ars one by one to hear them read their 
lessons, and am now going to spend the 
remaining hour, while the Burman teach- 
er looks over them, in writing to you. 
How curious would the sounds, kwa, 
kwar, kwe kwee, kwa kwoo, &c. which 
are now ringing in my ears, sound in 
yours. Yet uncouth as they would ap- 
pear to you, or as they did at first to me 
they have now become musical, an 
when considered as introductory to an 
acquaintance with the word of God, are 
productive of most pleasant sensations. 
But in order that you may see me just 
as I am situated, 1 will be a jittle partic- 
ular in describing the school. The Zay- 
at, in which it is kept, is situated 30 or 
40 rods from the Mission House, and in 
dimensions, is 27 by 18 feet. It is rais- 
ed 4 feet from the ground, and divided 
into three parts. The first division ig 
laid entirely open to the road, without 
doors, windows, or a partition in the front 
side, and takes up a third part of the 
whole building. It is made of bamboo 
and thatch, and is the place where Mr. 
Judson sits all the day long, and says to 
the passers by, ‘*Ho every one that 
thirsteth, *&c. The next and middle di- 
vision, is a large airy room with four doors 
and four windows opening in opposite 
directions, made entirely of boards, and 
is white-washed to distinguish it from 
the other Zayats around us. In this 
reom, we have public worship in Burman 
on the Sabbath, and in the middle of 
which I am now sitting at my writing 
table, while six of the male scholars are 
at one end, each with his torch and 
black board, over which he is industri- 
ously bending and emitting the sounds 
above described. The third and last di- 
vision, is only an entry way which opens 
into the garden which leads to the Mis- 
sion house. 

In this apartment, all the women are 
seated, with their lights and black boards, 
much in the same position and employ- 
ment as the men. The black board on 
which all the Burmans learn to read and 
write, answers the same end as our slates. 
They are about a yard in length, made 
black with charcoal and the juice of a 
leaf, and letters are clearly impressed 
with a species of white stone, a little sim- 
ilar to qurslate pencils. A Jesson is writ- 
ten out on this board by an instructor, 
and when a scholar is perfect master of 
it, it is erased, and a new one written. 
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Jearning to read, and ascholar is not con- 
sidered qualified to read without speiling 
unti}] he has a perfect knowledge of all 
the various combinations of the letters. 
Now my dear parents and sisters, I have 
so described my school, that | think you 
will in future, when the evening returns, 
Jook in and see me, and perhaps say a 
little to me with your pens. It is now 
half past nine, the time for dismissing the 
school. | intend continuing this letter 
for some time, and write it as | find leis- 
ure and meet with events which wiil be 
interesting, for | find in this way { fre- 
_ quently get a Jong letter, without hardly 
knowing that I have spent much time in 
writing it. 

29th. When I wrote the above, I in- 
tended writing a little,nearly every even- 
ing, but my time has been so completely 
occupied during this last month, togeth- 
er with the growing weakness of my 
eyes, that I have not found an hour’s leis- 
ure until this evening. Our school is 
getting on well, though in number it has 
diminished rather than increased. Two 
of the scholars who began with their let- 
ters, are now reading without spelling, 
and it is a truth which affords no little 
satisfaction that their knowledge of let- 
ters is first employed in reading a cate- 
chism concerning the eternal God, and 
his son Jesus Christ, of whom they never 
heard till they met with us. Thus they 
will insensibly get ideas of their Creator, 
and ever in after life associate the ideas 
of religion and reading. We begin to 
see the word of God taking effect around 
us. The Burmans now believe that we 
have come here to do them good, and 
seek their advantage. During four or 
five years, they supposed, notwithstand- 
ing our assertions to the contrary, that 
we had come here merely to obtain their 
wisdom, and to return to our native 
country to communicate it to others. 
But seeing, after we had acquired the lan- 
guage, that instead of returning,we built a 
place for public worship,in which Mr.Jud- 
son spends all his time in preaching the 
new religion,they changed their opinions, 
and some of them acknowledge that it 
must be a singular religion, and one wor- 
thy of attention, to produce such effects. 
Three Burmans now give good evidence 
of being rea] Christians, though one on- 
Jy has been baptized. Two or three 
others give us much encouragement and 
we hope wili prove to be real Christians. 
Moung Nau, | mentioned in my last let- 
ter as being the first Burman convert. 
Moung Thahlah has been serious for a 
long time, and has of late given us rea- 
son to hope that he is a real christian. 
He is an amiable young man, and con- 
siderably superior to the common Bur- 
mans, The love of Christ in dying for 
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sinners, appears to have deeply impress~ 
ed his mind, and he speaks of it with 
much feeling. He says, ‘* the love of 
Christ isno common love. Beside Jesus, 
I see no way of salvation.” He has a 
clear and distinct understanding of the 
way of salvation by Christ, reads the Tes- 
tament much, and unites with us daily 
in family worship, which is conducted 
both in English and Burman. It is very 
animating to see the solemnity of these 
two Burmans when*they come to wor- 
ship. and we often feel that if we see no 
farther success, we are amply recompens- 
ed for the years of darkness and anxiety 
which we have spent here. ihe other 
Burman who appeared to have been re- 
newed, is Moung Ing. He accidently 
heard one man telling another that he 
had met with a teacher in a Zayat, who 
had told him about the eternal God, had 
given bim a paper, &c He directly 
came to the Zayat, though he said noth- 
ing, was very attentive to what was said 
to others. He visited atthe Zayat,and five 
or six days successively, during which 
time he told Moung Nau that he had 
long been anxiously considering what 
would become of his souj when he died, 
and that he was frequently led to wish 
that he had never existed 1n the form of 
aman. But he felt that the gospel 
of Christ was good news to his soul, and 
this the only true religion, He appeared 
very solemn, and to manifest reai faith 
in Christ. But we were distressed to 
learn that he was under an engagement 
to go to sea, and must en:bark in two or 
three days. He however requested to 
be baptized before he went, but as he 
had been with us for so short a time, and 
his departure so sudden, Mr. Judson 
thought best to decline baptizing him un- 
til his return. ‘Thus we see the power 
of divine grace manifested in these few 
cases, which lead us to hope they are on- 
ly a prelude to greater and mvure won- 
derful displays of divine sovereignty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wheelock left here for 
Bengal last month. Brother Wheelock’s 
health had been declining for a long me, 
and we had given up all hope of his re- 
covery. But Mrs. Wheelock thought 
there was a probability of his recovery 
by taking a voyage to sea. He wasa 
good young man, and has enjoyed much 
religion during his sickness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Colman are still with 
us, the only two out of the six who have 
joined us since we lived in Rangoon. 
We are very happy in their society, they 
are entirely devoted to the work of the 
mission, and make every thing subservi- 
ent to its promotion and prosperity. 
They apply closely to the study of the 
language, in which they have made great 
proficiency. We esteem it a peculiar fa- 
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veur in providence, that our only re- 
mauning associates and indeed our only so- 
ciety in Rangoon, should in every respect 
be of the right stamp. Our mission on 
the whole, isin a more prosperous state 
than we have hardiy dared to hope it ev- 
er would be under this Capricious gov- 
ernment. We trust a little vine is here 
planted, which is so mclosed and hedged 
by the protecting care of the Vinedress- 
er, us to prevent its destruction by the 
wils beasts of the forests. We have 
two or three interesting inquirers, who 
we hope, will finally be broughtto a sa- 
ving knowledge of the truth. But we 
want more labourers, | inean labourers 
who are already qualified to enter on 
their work. Mr. Judson not only finds 
his hands full, but abundant more em- 
ployment than he is able to perform. His 
eyes and head of late have been consid- 
erably affected, which prevents his go- 
ing on with the translation of the scrip- 
tures as he had intended. 

Nov. 20th. ‘ihe ship by which I] in- 
tended to send this, sailed without tak- 
ing it. 1 shall therefore continue to 
write occasionally, tiil another opportu- 
rity presents for sending. 

We have had the inexpressible pleasure 
ofseeing two more Burmans baptized since 
my last date, who gave good evidence 
of being true Christians. One is Moung 
Thahlah, whom I have mentioned above, 
and the other is the oldest member of 
the school, by name, >!oung Byaa. He 
has been indefatigable in learning to read, 
thongh the only spare time be had was 
in the evening, after he bad been work- 
ing bard through the day. ‘The first 
thing be began to read without spelling, 
was the catechism, which he committed 
to memory as he read it. He soon be- 
gan to inquire more particularly respec- 
ting the religion of Christ, and manifest- 
ed an ardent desire to become a teue dis- 
ciple. We trust his inquiries have issu- 
ed in a saving knowledge of the truth. 
The two last mentioned disciples were 
baptized rather privately, on account of 
the general alarm that has prevailed of 
Jate among our acquaintance. But in- 
stead of wondering that they were desir- 
ous of being baptized in private, we felt it 
was a strong eviderce in their favour, 
that they should desire baptism at alhun- 
der existing circumstances. Our three 
Burman converts now have a prayer 
meeting among themselves every Sabbath 
evening, besides yniting with Mr Judson 
twice in a week, and with us all every 
day im family worship. ‘Their appear- 
ance is 60 different from common Bur- 
mans, that we are led toexclaim, ** what 
hath God wrought!” Mr. Judson has 
written to the Board a particular account 
of the persecuting spirit, which has of 
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late been manifested. We feel more for 
our converts than we do for ourselves, 
us they would be the first to feel the ef- 
fects of a tyrannical despotic government. 
Situated as we now are, you will readi- 
ly imagine we feel the necessity of com- 
mitting ourselves and this infant church 
into the hands of our heavenly Father, 
and of waiting his guidance and direc- 
tion. The adversary of souls could not 
patiently see us going on prosperously, 
without making a struggle to overthrow 
us. Buthow much he will be able to 
effect, is known only to Him, who is our 
guardian and protector, and who will re- 
strain the remainder of that wrath, which 
will not redound to his own glory. 

Dec. 8th. You can hardly conceive 
our joy my dear Parents and Sisters, on 
receiving a jarge parcel of letters trom 
America. Six months had elapsed with- 
out an arrival from Bengal. We almost 
began to think we should never again 
hear from America. But our joy gwas 
great, in proportion to the length of time 
we had waited. Whenl recognized the 
well known hand of my sisters, | wept 
for joy, and could hardly compose my» 


_ selfso far as to be capable of reading 


them. 

You will doubtless have heard of the 
death of brother Wheelock, before the 
reception of this. He is now in the pres- 
ence of his Redeemer, far from all] the 
toils of this trying scene. We were not 
surprised at hearing of his death, as we 
expected he would not survive the voy- 
age. We had ealculated on his dying with 
us, and on letting the Burmans around 
us, see the joyful death of a Christian. 
He had always said, when a voyage was 
proposed to him, ‘1 shall find a water 
grave.” His poor wife had no idea that 
he was so far gone, and had strong hopes 
that by going to Bengal, he might recov- 
er. We all tried to persuade them not 
to go, as we feli that his death on board 
of a vessel would-be doubly distressing. 
His dear parents, of whom I have heard 
him speak very affectionately, must be 
exceedingly distressed at this intelligence. 
But we trust they will be supported by 
Him, who chastiseth whom he loveth. 

We have of Jate been obliged to shut 
up the Zayat altogether, and aj] our in- 
quirers have forsaken us, except one, a 
very learned man, who still visits us, 
though rather privately. A spirit of per- 
secution had began tomanifest itself, and 
so alarmed al] our acquaintance, that 
they have quite discontinued their visits. 
This falling off at the Zayat, has deter- 
mined Mr. Judson to make the only and 
last attempt, that of presenting a memor 
rial to the young king. We are now all 
engaged in making preparations for the 
journey. Brother Colman aecompanies 
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REVIVALS 


Mr. Judson. Mrs. Colman and myself 
remain at Rangoon. I felt very desirous 
of going, as the lady of the old Viceroy, 
who is my particular friend, is now at Ava, 
and would give me a very favourable re- 
ception. Her husband is next in rank 
to the king, and has the management of 
all the affairs of the kingdom. But Mr. 
Judson thinks it too hazardous an under- 
taking, as no foreign female has ever yet 
appeared at the Burman court. What 
will be the result of this expedition, we 
leave for God to determine, on whom 
alone we defiend, and to whom alone we 
look for success. If he is now about to 
introduce the gospel into this country, 
he will incline the king to give us free 
toleration ; but if he has work for us to do 
elsewhere, we desire to submit and ac- 
quiesce in his sovereign will. It is now 


OF RELIGION. 


an important crisis in the Mission. O 
that Christians in America would with 
one united voice, plead with God, that 
these perishing millions may not be lost, 
by putting far away from them the words 
ofeternal life. We trust we have some 
sense of the greatness of this undertak- 
ing, and of the importance of being spir- 
itual and heavenly minded. I shall write 
you more particularly respecting the 
difficulties and dangers attendant on such 
a journey, after Mr. Judson has left. 
Pray much for us, my dear Parents and 
Sisters, for you know not the trials which 
await us. 
Mr, Judson unites in affectionate re- 
gards to all. 
Ever affectionately, 
Your daughter and sister, 
NANCY JUDSON. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Ove gracious Lord is still continuing 
to visit our land with peculiar tokens cf 
his love andmercy. The State of Rhode 
Island, which has often been represented 


asa ‘*moral desert,” has indeed been, 


made to ** blossom as therose.”” Most of 
the towns in the eastern part of the State 
have been visited with the marvellous 
outpourings of the Spirit of God. 

The work, we believe, commenced in 
Providénce, the latter part of February, 
in Dr. Gano’s Society; but in its pros 
gress it has visited, in a greater or less de- 
gree, nearly every Society in the town. 
The Students in the University have also 
been sharers m this good work. It is 
thought that nearly one third of the whole 
number have been made the trophies of 
victorious grace. The whole number of 
converts in the town, from our best in- 
formation, we think may be calculated 
from 5 to 900. 

In Warren and Bristol, the work has 
been equally powerful. Many have been 
baptized within a few weeks past, both 
by the Baptists and Methodists. 

In Barrington, the work has been very 
general and powerful. Sixty were added 
to the Congregational church in one day 
—Several of them baptized by immersion. 

Newpert has also shared largely in the 
gracious effusions of the Holy Spirit. We 
hope hereafter to give a more full and 
particular account. Tiverton, Swansey 
(in Mass.) and Pawtucket, are visited 
with a /ime refreshing from the fires- 
ence of the Lord. 

South-Reading, Malden, and Beverly, 
north of us, have of late, been favoured 
with considerable revivals, in which the 
Congregationalists, Baptists, and Metho- 
dists have all shared. 


Trov, June 17. The Rev. Mr. Som- 
mers writes as follows :—The Lord con- 
tinues very gracious to this part of the 
country. I baptized 21 last month in a 
place about 15 miles distant from Troy, 
and expect to baptize many more in a 
few weeks. Our additions in this place, 
have been regular rather than overwhelm- 
ing. Upwards of 70 have been hopeful- 
ly converted within the last three weeks 
in Nussav, 20 miles from this place. 

May the kingdom of Messiah advance, 
until all shall know him as their Redeem- 
er, their Comforter, their All. 

Hartland, Vt. Rey. Timothy Grow* 
writes as follows : 

A revival of religion commenced in 
Stockbridge, (a thimly settled town on 
White River near the head) the fore part 
of last winter. A smail church consist- 
ing of nine members, was constituted in 
Jan. last. One man, who had obtain- 
ed a hope a few days before, came for- 
ward to be baptized. The ice in White 
River was cut, in form somewhat resemb- 
lingagrave. A number were struck un- 
der serious impressions at this burial (as 
they were pleased to call it.) Several 
had been awakened at the embodying of 
the church. From this time the work be- 
came powerful. It has spread into Bar- 
nard on the east, and Bethel on the norih. 
‘The little church have increased to 35, 
and a number are waiting to be baptized. 
The Congregationalists and Methodists 
have also shared in this work. 

A number have heen added in the 
course of the past winter to the church 
in this place. 


* In No. 68, page 297, this gentleman’s name and 
residence were by mistake, stated “ Timothy Grew 
of Hartford.” 


f BS 
até 
+? 
‘ 
i 
i 
¢ 
hi 
+4 
* 
€ 
ti} 
| 
» 
i 
P 
ar 
‘ 


xe 


4 


ORDINATIONS AND OBITUARYe 


[July. 


Dyrdinations. 


OrpaAINeED at Hartland, on the 30th of 
dune. 1819, Brother Ira Parson to the 
work of an evangelist. Elder Reuel 


Lathrop, of Cavendish, preached from 2 . 


Tim. iv. 2. “* Preach the word.” Elder 
Roswell Smith, of Barre, offered up the 
consecrating prayer; Elder James Par- 
ker, of Sharon, gave the charge; Elder 
Leland Howard, of Windsor, the right 
band of fellowship ; Elder Elisha Hutch- 
inson, of Newport, N. H. made the con- 
eluding prayer. 

At Bethel, on the 16th of Septem- 


ber, 1319, (it being the second day of the» 


sitting of tae Barre Association there,) 
Brother Jesse Coburn to the work of an 
evangelist. At the request of the church 
in Randolph, to which he belongs; El- 
der Leland Howard preached the sermon 
ffom Matt. xxviii. 19. **Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations,baptizing them,&c.” 
Elder T. Grow offered up the consecra- 
ting prayer; Elder James Parker gave 
the charge; Elder Howard the right hand 
of fellowship; and E'der Roswell Smith 
made the concluding prayer. 

-—— At Newport, N. H. on the 7th of 


Oct. 1819, Brother James Parsons to the 
work of an evangelist. Elder Ira Parson, 
of Hartland,made the introductory prayer; 
Elder Jeremiah Higbe,of Alstead, N. H. 
preached the sermon from 1 Tim. iv. 6. 
describing a good minister of Jesus 
Christ. Elder Ariel Kendrick, of Cornish, 
N. H. offered up the consecrating prayer ; 
Elder T. Grow gave the charge; El- 
der Howard the right hand of fellowship.; 
and Elder Jesse Coburn, (now preaching 
in Hartford, and the north part of Hart- 
land) made the concluding prayer. 

At Londonderry, Vt. on the Ist 
day of June, 1820,to the work of the gospel 
ministry, the Rev David Sweet. Rev. 
Aaron Leland, of Chester, preached on 
the occasion, from 1 Cor, iv. 2. ** More- 
over it is required of stewards that a man 
be found faithful.” Rev. Calvin Cham- 
berlin, of Manchester, prayed at the im- 
position of hands; Rev. Joel Manning, 
of Andover, gave the charge; Rev. John 
R. Dodge, of Groton, gave the right hand 
of fellowship; Rev Cyrenius M. Fuller, 
of Dorset, made the concluding prayer, af- 
ter which an appropriate anthem waseung. 


Mbituaryp. 


Rev. JOVATHAN MAXCY, D. D. 


the Providence Gazette. 


Prep, at Columbia, S$. C. Rev. Jona- 
THAN MAxcy,p.p.President of the South- 
Carolina College,aged 53 years. He grad- 
uated at the University in this place, in 
1787, and after a few years was ordained a 
Baptist minister ; on which occasion, the 
Rev. Dr. Stillman, of Boston, preached 
thesermon. After the death of President 
Manning, he was elected President of the 
University, over which he presided with 
great dignity, endearing himself to the 
students by his paternal solicitude for 
their welfare, while his shining talents as 
an orator and a divine, elevated him high 
in the estimation of the public. In the 
year 1802, he withdrew his connexions 
here, and accepted the Presidency of 
Union College in Schenectady, where he 
remained two or three years, when he ac- 
cepted the unsolicited appointment of 
President at the South-Carolina College, 
and entered upon the duties of his office 
with the fond anticipation of finding a 


clime more congenial to his delicate cop- 
stitution. 

** Mild, accessible and urbane, he min- 
gled the graces of the scholar with those 
of the gentleman. Science from the lips 
of President Maxcy lost a} its severe and 
crabbed character, and on its first ac- 
quaintance, seemed to have long been 
familiar to the bosom. The same brill- 
iancy, the same felicitous illustration 
that adorned his ordinary discourse, were 
seen to illume the dark and recondite 
mysteries of science. He seemed, in the 
discharge of his official duty, to combine 
the two characters of the instructor and 
the friend, yet in this freedom he lost 
none of his dignity. As a friend, he was 
constant, ardent, and persevering ; and, 
in short, he was equally beloved for the 
goodness of his heart, and reverenced for 
the splendour of his intellect. As an or- 
ator, he was*eminently conspicuous; ev- 
ery feature of his face accompanied the 
** ardentia verba” of his lips. 


C7 To Correspondents. The annual Account of the Treasurer of the —— Missionary Society of Mas- 


sachuset*'s, and aiso the Account of Missionary Contributions received by t 


e Treasurer of the American 


Baptist Board, from February 21, 1820, to June 17, 1820, and several pieces which were in type for this nun 
ber, ale of necessity deferred, to give room for the intelligence from Burmah. 
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